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Donna Janell Bowman is the Texas author of books for trade and 

education publishers as well as articles and short stories in nationally 

acclaimed children’s magazines including Cricket and Odyssey. Her 

newly-released picture book biography, STEP RIGHT UP: HOW DOC AND 

JIM KEY TAUGHT THE WORLD ABOUT KINDNESS (Lee and Low, October 

2016), illustrated by Daniel Minter, has been named a Junior Library 

Guild Selection, an ALA Notable book, an NCTE Orbis Pictus 

Recommended Book, A Bank Street Best-of-the-year book, and it 

earned starred reviews from Kirkus, Booklist, and Publishers Weekly. 

Two additional picture book biographies are forthcoming: EN GARDE! 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S DUELING WORDS (Peachtree, spring 2018), and 



KING OF THE TIGHTROPE: THE GREAT BLONDIN (Peachtree, spring 

2019). Other nonfiction and fiction projects are in process. Donna has 

an MFA in Writing from Vermont College of Fine Arts. She is 

represented by Erin Murphy—Erin Murphy Literary Agency.  

donnajbbwrites@gmail.com 

www.donnajanellbowman.com 

www.narrativearchaeology4kids.com 

Now booking school visits for 2017-18 

Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World About Kindness 

(Lee and Low, October 2016) 

 * starred reviews from Kirkus, Booklist, Publishers Weekly  

     *ALA Notable Book 

     *Orbis Pictus Recommended 

     *Bank Street Best Children's Books of the Year list. 

En Garde! Abraham Lincoln's Dueling Words (Peachtree, 2018) 

King of the Tightrope: When the Great Blondin Ruled Niagara 

(Peachtree, 2019) 

From Head to Tail: All About Horse Care (Capstone Press, 2014) 

Saddle Up! Riding and Competitions for Horse Lovers (Capstone Press, 

2014) 

Navajo:  The Past and Present of the Dine' 

 (Capstone Press, 2015) 

Sioux: The  Past and Present of the Dakota, Lakota, and Nakota 

 (Capstone Press, 2015)  



Words from the President 

By Don Guerrant 

EXPOSITION 

Consider the opening of my new novel: 

The alarm clock buzzed, and Mr. Alfred R. Smith opened his 47-year old 

blue eyes, then rolled his 269-pound, paunchy body out of bed. Walking 

across the master bedroom of his 2,800-square foot home he bought 9 

years ago for $350,000 just in time to have his savings lose 41% of their 

value in the crash of2008, Mr. Smith groaned as he thought of the 5.6- 

mile commute to his job of 17 years at Acme Toy Company where he 

had risen to Assistant Associate of the Box and Packaging Division. 

Alfred descended the stairs of his two-story, mid-50’s style, suburban 

home plopped on a 125 foot by a 100-foot residential zoned lot. “Good 

morning,” said his wife, Deborah, 45, blond with brown eyes, 133 

pounds, and whose left leg was ½ inch shorter than her right leg. “As 

you know,” she began, “we were married 20 years ago in Cleveland on 

February 22, 1997 at First Methodist Church; furthermore, we now 

have two girls and boys ages 17, 14, and 13 who—being teenagers-- are 

driving us crazy.” “Yes,” replied Alfred, “But may I remind you that 

when I finished Purdue University with a Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration, I told you that the kids would be your responsibility.” 

Pretty exciting stuff, huh? And we’re still on page one! 

Exposition—you can’t write a book without it. But how can you hide or 

disguise it so that your readers are charmed and entertained rather 

than aggravated? Here are some ideas: 



1. Delay telling the readers facts about your characters for as long as 

possible. Unlike the horrible writing above, we don’t need to know all 

those things immediately—if at all. 

2. Letting the reader wonder about your characters creates interest and 

suspense, making for a tantalizingly “good read.” Having them question 

and speculate is healthy, and can pay off with some gratifying “Ah-Hah! 

I knew it!” moments. 

3. Exposition is only necessary to give your readers a sufficient 

understanding of your character’s actions and emotional state. If the 

reader is stunned by your protagonist’s decisions and actions, then you 

need to provide some additional exposition. It’s a balancing act. 

4. Don’t “tell” the facts to the reader; rather, have them flow from 

some situation or conversation. For example, put your characters in 

some situation where they are being questioned by an authority figure 

like a doctor, or a cop, or a job interviewer. 

5. Sometimes, the writer knows the character so well that he forgets to 

provide necessary background exposition. Usually a critique group will 

point this out to the writer. 

6. When you do have to have a long piece of exposition, avoid having 

two stationery “talking heads.” Rather create a scene where they are 

actively doing something else: walking, shopping, competing against 

each other at cards, or shooting baskets, or playing pool. Try to select a 

setting and activity that relates to the type of news being revealed. E.g., 

If a cold, angry mother is explaining to her son why she put him up for 

adoption, have her pruning limbs off a tree. 

7. Finally, study how the classic writers disguised their exposition, 

hiding it in plain sight!  



MINUTES OF THE SAN GABRIEL WRITERS LEAGUE 

June 1, 2017 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Don Guerrant.  He 

greeted the Guests. There were several of them; one of them was Ray 

Schitilyhus. 

 With the absence of the Treasurer, Don reported that we have money, 

though he isn’t sure of how much we have. 

 Kayla Manarch reported she is almost finished with her third book, My 

Actions Matter. 

 The death of Phyllis Moses was announced. 

 Program:  

The program was given by Jennifer Wendorf, print name Jennifer Steen.  

She is owner of the publishing house, Inkception, which she 

encouraged us to offer her selections.  www.Inkception Books.com She 

also asked that those with editing experience apply to work with her. 

InkceptionBooks@g.mail.com. 

She has written several books, and put out short story anthologies. She 

has also written a play and a screenplay. 

She believes that we must make our books and stories audience 

centered because writing is communication. Audience centered 

thinking will pay off for the writer. Too many people do not know their 

audience. In her world, there is Writer’s Perspective, Publishing 

Perspective, and Teaching Perspective. We must keep all in mind when 

writing. It is important to know your audience, and to know your 

strength and abilities. Knowing your audience also means that you are 

able to target your marketing to that audience. 



 The meeting was adjourned by Don at 8:15. 

  

Epilogue 

How Do You Spell SUCCESS? 

Select your goal. 

Unlock your personal potential. 

Commit yourself to your plan.   

Chart your course. 

Expect problems. 

Stand firm on your commitment. 

Surrender everything to God. 

 

The San Gabriel Writers League 

•DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE? 

•DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CRAFT? 

•DO YOU NEED A LITTLE PUSH TO GET ON WITH THAT BOOK? 

Join us on the First Thursday of each month at 

The Georgetown Public Library, 

Meet and greet at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 

Interesting and knowledgeable speakers at every meeting, 

Friendly, write-minded people. 



 

What Is Class? 
 

Class never runs scared.  It is sure-footed and confident in the knowledge 
that you can meet life head-on and handle whatever comes along. 

Jacob had it.  Esau didn’t.  Symbolically, we can look to Jacob’s wrestling 
match with the angel.  Those who have class have wrestled with their own 
personal “angel” and won a victory that marks them thereafter. 

Class never makes excuses.  It takes its lumps and learns from past 
mistakes. 

Class is considerate of others.  It knows that good manners are nothing 
more than a series of petty sacrifices. 

Class bespeaks an aristocracy that has nothing to do with ancestors or 
money.  The most affluent blueblood can be totally without class while the 
descendant of a Welsh miner may ooze class from every pore. 

Class never tries to build itself up by tearing others down. 

Class is already up and need not strive to look better by making others look 
worse. 

Class can “walk with kings and keep its virtue, and talk with crowds and 
keep the common touch.”  Everyone is comfortable with the person who has 
class---because he is comfortable with himself. 

If you have class, you don’t need much of anything else.  If you don’t have 
it, no matter what else you have---it doesn’t make much difference. 

 



 

 

SWGL Board of Directors 
President 

Donald Guerrant 

626-622-6054 

DonaldGuerrant@msn.com 

 Vice President 

Program Coordinator 

 Richard Glasco 

512-751-9377 

richardglasco@msn.com 

Corresponding Secretary & Historian 

Jane Thompson  Jtokc@yahoo.com 

Treasurer & Membership---Dues $25 

Janet Kilgore 

512-331-7204 

janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com 

Member at Large 

Paul Fronczek 

512-461-7552 

Plumt00easy@gmail.com 

Website  

Jamie Roton 

pugstory@aol.com 

Newsletter  

Leslie Peterson & Elaine Norman 

elainenormanauthor@gmail.com    512-484=1041 

Joneen45@gmail.com   512-388-5009 

Writers’ Liaison 

Joan Hall 

512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 
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UPCOMING EVENT! 

Jump Start Your Novel 

with Sara Kocek 

Wednesday, July 19, 2017 

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. CST 

  

Now more than ever, a strong opening is vital for a novel's success. A 

manuscript has mere seconds in an agent's hands, and in order to stand 

out from the hundreds of other submissions, the opening pages need to 

be polished and diamond-sharp. This class will cover tips and tricks for 

crafting a compelling opening chapter, including common pitfalls to 

avoid.   

If you have an idea for a novel floating around in your head but you 

don't know where to start, this class is for you, too. We'll tackle how to 

develop your concept, flesh out your characters, and establish your 

setting. From plotting an outline to polishing an opening page, the class 

will cover everything a writer needs to kick-start a manuscript with 

compelling tension and a vivid, distinct, voice, including: 

•How to create a flexible outline that grows with a novel 

•Simple methods for organizing a work in progress 

•The six elements of a strong beginning 

•How NOT to open a first chapter 

•How to set-and raise-the stakes of a novel 

Who should register: 



•Writers who are just beginning the process of working on a novel 

•Writers who are knee-deep in the process and want to hone their 

opening pages 

•Anyone who has an idea for a novel, but doesn't know where to start 

Online registration closes Wednesday, July 19, at 5 p.m.  

Everyone who registers will have access to the class recording for one 

week. 

June 30-July 2  

2017 Agents & Editors Conference 

     Hyatt Regency, Austin, TX    

     SOLD OUT 

July 19 

"Jump Start Your Novel" with Sara Kocek 

     Online Class 

July 20 

Third Thursday: "The Secret to Great Picture Books" 

     Book People, Austin, TX 
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