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Jennifer Wendorff, a publisher with Inkception Books 

I’m Jennifer Steen Wendorf (call me Jenny). I am 34 and working on my graduate 
degree in Creative Writing with an emphasis in screen writing at Southern New 

Hampshire University. I received my under graduate degree there in Creative 

Writing and English in 2012.  

I have published 'Black Friday' and 'Rain Plays Barefoot' (Books to Go Now) and 
'A Little Push' (Twenty or Less Press) and I have written a play which was 

performed at the American High School Theatre Festival in Edinborough Scotland. 

I co-wrote the screenplay 'Sleepless' which was student film project produced at a 
London Film school and was selected for this honor due to 'Speck' which is a short 

animated film I wrote at the end of my undergraduate studies. This, in addition to 

running an editing business, being a mother of three, and a full-time teacher, keeps 
me extremely busy. I began and own this growing publishing venture. I am very 

proud of it, and the folks I have welcomed onto our team. 
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Words from the President 
 

By Don Guerrant 
 

The Top Five Regrets of the Dying 
 

[Note:  This five main points presented below are from an article by Bonnie Ware published on the 
AARP website on February, 1, 2012.  Ms. Ware had worked in palliative care for many years, 
being with persons in the last 12 weeks of their lives.] 

1. “I wish I’d had the courage to live a life true to myself, not the life others expected of me.”  When 
individuals are at the end of their lives, the choices they made—good or bad—stand out in sharp 
relief.  This regret was the most common one expressed.  We should identify our dreams and 
ACT on realizing them.  For us as members of the San Gabriel Writers League, we all share a 
dream of writing books.  Let’s “BLOOM in 2017” and finish that chapter or book whether it gets 
published, or bought, or praised!  Later on, we will be glad we did!   

2. “I wish I didn’t work so hard professionally.”  Almost all the males, and some females, regretted 
the amount of time and energy they had given to their jobs.  Because time is in finite supply, 
every hour spent at work was unavailable to spend with their families and friends.  What do you 
spend most of your time doing?  Work?  Television?  Worrying?  We can evaluate how we spend 
our time, and allocate it in ways that will genuinely matter to us, both now and in the future.   

3. “I wish I’d had the courage to express my feelings.”    Many people had suppressed their 
emotions in order to keep the peace.  They settled for stunted relationships and less happy lives.  
In addition, those bottled up emotions led to resentment, frustration, and physical illnesses.  If we 
“speak the truth in love” to the individuals we know, three basic things can happen:  a) we work 
through the difficulties; b) we agree to disagree; or c) we can’t be reconciled and end the 
relationship.  Either way, you come out a healthier person. 

4. “I wish I had stayed in touch with my friends.”  Everyone of the patients missed their friends when 
they were dying.  I know that we live in such a busy world, that we don’t have time to keep up with 
old friends—Or so we tell ourselves.  Truth is that we have so many communication devices and 
social networks available to us today that we can’t keep up with all of them.  Compare that with 
the old fashioned way of writing a letter my hand, mailing it, and waiting weeks to get a reply.  
Let’s use those devices and social networks to get back in touch with our friends, the ones you 
will think about on your deathbed. 

5. “I wish I had let myself be happier.”  Familiarity and habitual ways of doing things  are the 
welcome handmaidens of seniors.  But the price we pay for that “comfort” is the loss of the joys of 
discovering new activities, foods, spontaneous fun, and just being silly.  Challenge yourself to do 
one new or different thing each day.  Go to a new restaurant and order a dish you’ve never eaten 
before.  Take off your shoes and socks and wade in a fountain.  Eat an ice cream cone!  On your 
deathbed, what others think of you won’t amount to a hill of beans.   
 

I close with two relevant quotations.  The Chinese have a saying about life:  “It’s later than you think.”  
And the second is a quote from that marvelous literary character, Auntie Mame, “Life is a banquet 
and most poor fools are starving.  Live!  Live!  Live!”   And, I want to paraphrase for us  

 
 
 
 



Minutes from May Meeting 
 
May 4, 2017 
 
The meeting was called in order at 7 pm by Don Guerrant 
  
Treasurers Report: We have $1,684.22. 
  
David Ciambrone reports that his new book, “Suspicious Threads” will be out May 22, 2017. 
 
 
Bill Russeth reported that his new book has been published and showed a copy 
Program:  Susan Plunkett told us how she published 21 books.  She likes to use an Outline for her books. 
She says it serves as a roadmap. A writer needs to be a storyteller. Stories have been told since the dawn of 
time, and were written as we were able to get them on paper. 
Writers should study good stories and write in their comfort zones.  Newbury stories are good examples of 
good stories.   A screenplay is another kind of story, action told in dialogue. The most important thing in 
writing a good story is characterization.  Good research is essential.  Writing you own “bible” is important, 
especially when you are working with a series.  Genders express themselves differently; learn how men and 
women speak.  
 
Conflict is essential to any good story, she stressed. 
  
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 by Don Guerrant. 

 
 New Business 
 

 Email List 
This is the most current email list that we have.  If you are not on this list and are not 
receiving newsletters, we need you to let us know.  Please sign in to the new Sign-In 
sheet and put your correct email address there in writing we can read.  Double check 
the list below and make sure what we do have is correct.  If it isn’t correct just put the 
corrected address on the sign-in sheet with a notation --- corrected email.  
 

authorskilgore@aandersonmarj98@yahoo.com, carolballen@suddenlink.net, 
annamaebell@yahoo.com, bec.minor@yahoo.com, 
ctl@storystonesinc.com, coolcookiecraver@gmail.com,  
donaldguerrant@msn.com, ddeaton@suddenlink.net, dsderrer@mac.com, 
fenoglio@embarqmail.com, marthakelleymail@gmail.com, 
linlip@suddenlink.net, martha@marthacarr.com, marylynn@mstafford.net, 
minortemujin@gmail.com, mitchtm@msn.com, Mysterywriter5@msn.com, 
nellnewton@suddenlink.net, patowensbooks@gmail.com, 
paulfronczek@gmail.com, peggylee57@aol.com, 
pmmcneely@austin.rr.com, glyndajoynord@yahoo.com, 
ibmdg@yahoo.com, iwritecozies@gmail.com, janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com, 
jeanell@ecpi.com, Jtokc@yahoo.com, kjwmtells@gmail.com, 

mailto:andersonmarj98@yahoo.com
mailto:ddeaton@suddenlink.net
mailto:fenoglio@embarqmail.com
mailto:mail@gmail.com
mailto:pmmcneely@austin.rr.com


ksswen@mac.com, legarga@suddenlink.net, 
lindabjohnson357@gmail.com, pugstory@aol.com, R_best@yahoo.com, 
richardglasco@msn.com, rosscarnes@hotmail.com, 
sheltoncomm@suddenlink.net, sylviadickeysmith@gmail.com, 
kerrylstevens@gmail.com, thirdgate@aol.com, 
williehowie2002@yahoo.com, samholland004@gmail.com, 
leslie20@austin.rr.com, elainenormanauthor@gmail.com, Rudeford54@gmail.com, 
www.challenge4teens.com 
 

 Don’t forget the Writer’s League of Texas 2017 Agents & Editors Conference 
June 30-July 2, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton Springs Road, 
Austin, TX  78704  For full details and to Register go to www.writersleague.org 

 
 Old Business 
 

 Remember in the fall when D. A. Featherling spoke to us and gave us 
some valuable writing tips.  Well, Leslie and I had lunch with her the 
other day along with Leslie’s sister, Beth.  She shared some invaluable 
information about Create Space.com through Amazon that helped her 
to publish her many books.  She talked about KDP—Kindle Direct 
Publishing that was also helpful.  She recommended joining American 
Christian Fiction Writers –ACFW.com that is a helpful group for fiction 
writers.  She also talked about using Shutter Stock for making the 
cover of your book.  Shutter Stock has done 3 covers for her.  She has 
started a new series of books for her grandson called the Time Game 
Series.  The first book, Eye of the Storm, The First Token, has been 
released.  The second book, Mission to Mars, The Second Token, is to 
be released mid-May this year.  She obviously keeps busy.   She 
graciously shared this helpful information with the three of us.  Leslie 
and I felt it could be invaluable to many of you as well. 

 

Epilogue 
 
“Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet.  Only through 

experiences of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, 
vision cleared, ambition inspired and success achieved.  Face your 
deficiencies and acknowledge them.  But do not let them master 

mailto:lindabjohnson357@gmail.com
mailto:R_best@yahoo.com
mailto:samholland004@gmail.com
mailto:leslie20@austin.rr.com
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you.  The marvelous richness of human experience would lose 
something of rewarding joy if there were no limitations to overcome.  
The hilltop hour would not be half so wonderful if there were no 
dark valleys to traverse.” 
                                                
                                              ---Helen Keller, Character in Action 

                                               
The Man in the Glass 

When you get what you want in your struggle for self 

And the world makes you king for a day, 

Just go to the mirror and look at yourself 

And see what that man has to say. 

 

For it isn’t your father or mother or wife 

Whose judgment upon you must pass. 

The fellow whose verdict counts most in your life 

Is the one staring back from the glass. 

 

You may be like Jack Horner and chisel a plum 

And think you’re a wonderful guy. 

But the man in the glass says you’re only a bum 

If you can’t look him straight in the eye. 

 

He’s the fellow to please---never mind all the rest, 

For he’s with you clear to the end. 

And you’ve passed your most dangerous, difficult test 

If the man in the glass is your friend. 

 

You may fool the whole world down the pathway of years 

And get pats on the back as you pass. 

-But your final reward will be heartache and tears 

If you’ve cheated the man in the glass. 



 

 
 
 
 

  
The San Gabriel Writers League 

 
 DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE? 

 

 DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CRAFT? 
 

 DO YOU NEED A LITTLE PUSH TO GET ON WITH THAT BOOK? 
 

Join us on the First Thursday of each month at 
The Georgetown Public Library, 

 
Meet and greet at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Interesting and knowledgeable speakers at every meeting, 

Friendly, write-minded people. 
 

For more information go to www.sgwl.net or contact  Leslie Peterson at 512-388-
5009 or Elaine Norman at 512-484-1041  
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SWGL Board of Directors 
 

President 
Donald Guerrant 

626-622-6054 
DonaldGuerrant@msn.com 

 
  

 Vice President 

Program Coordinator 
 Richard Glasco 

512-751-9377 
richardglasco@msn.com 
 

  

 

Corresponding Secretary & Historian 

Jane Thompson 
jtokc@yahoo.com 
  

 

\ 

 

Treasurer & Membership---Dues $25 

 Janet Kilgore 

512-331-7204 
janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com 

 
  

Member at Large 

Paul Fronczek 

512-461-7552 

Plumt00easy@gmail.com 

 

Website  

Jamie Roton 

pugstory@aol.com 

 
Newsletter  

Leslie Peterson & Elaine Norman 

elainenormanauthor@gmail.com 

512-484=1041 

Leslie20@rr.com  512-388-5009 

 

 

Writers’ Liaison 
Joan Hall 
512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 
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