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  Words from the President 

 

  “WRITER’S NIGHT” 
 

By Don Guerrant 
 

1.   IHOP MEETING.  Our NOVEMBER MEETING will be held on Thursday, 
November 2nd at the International House of Pancakes (IHOP) in their 
Community Room.  As always, there will be socializing at 6:30 PM with the 
Meeting beginning at 7:00.   
In fact, why don’t you come early and have dinner?  (They boast that they 
have dozens of delicious meals that don’t require syrup, and they’re 
providing the room at no cost to us.  Get it?) 
You may ask, “Where IS this IHOP located?”  I am glad you asked and even 
gladder to tell you!   
The address (for your GPS) is 750 Interstate Highway in Georgetown.  
Actually this is on the South bound Service Road for I-35.   
Specific Directions:  At the Williams Drive bridge over I-35, turn South.  You 
will drive over the bridge over the San Gabriel River; then past the right 
hand turn at Rivery Blvd/Wendy’s; then past the turn for Wal-Mart/Rivery 
Driveway; THE NEXT RIGHT TURN is for the IHOP.  The sign is covered by 
tree limbs until you are right upon it.  (Whew!)  Park and come on in! 
2.  It’s “WRITER’S NIGHT!”  We don’t have a speaker for our November 
Meeting because we want to hear what YOU have created!  Bring your 
WRITING SAMPLE that you can stand up and read to all of us.  All 
Rejection Notices are summarily REJECTED!  Come “Strut Your Stuff” to an 
enthusiastic and appreciative audience!  (Note:  Practice reading aloud your 
pages beforehand and trim them to come in at less than 5 minutes.  We’ve 
had a plethora of willing readers previously and it isn’t fair to let some 
readers go on and on.)   

http://www.sgwl.net/


3.  OFFICER ELECTIONS:  We welcome Nominations for our 2018 
Officers.  The Election will be held at the SGWL December Meeting on Dec. 
7th.  Contact any of our Officers or the Newsletter Editors to make 
Nominations. 
Meanwhile, BLOOM IN 2017!!  More POWER to you, 
Don 
 

 

 
Minutes from October Meeting 
 

October 5, 2017 
 

 

The meeting was called to order by Don Guerrant   at 7:00 
Janet Kilgore, Treasurer, reported we have $909.04. 
Don introduced a new member, Becka. 
Marty Shelton stated that he has a new book,” The Avengers.” 
Speaker:   Dave Ciambrone 
Dave offered some ad vice on writing and publishing.  
He has been a member of Sisters in Crime in both Texas and Orange 
County in California. He said h was the only member with a Y chromosome. 
He suggests, unlike most, that you do not have to write what you know.  
You can research a subject and write about your new knowledge. As for a 
outlining a book, it is not necessary. You can outline, write a treatment, or 
work as a Pantser.  
In publishing, fiction requires that you write the book and then sell it. For 
nonfiction, you write a treatment, sell it, and then write the book. You neither 
need special software or special place to write.  There is no special time of 
day to write. A writer should work with a critique group to get as many 
viewpoints as possible on his writing.  
It is good to belong to a writers group to network. Most writers’ conferences 
are not worth it, with some exceptions. Sul Ross is one. When writing, you 
should have a hook at the beginning of your book. You should also have a 
hook at the end of each chapter, with the purpose of keeping readers at it. 
The difference between an author and a writer is that the author is 
published.  
Use geography and place in your writing, but show, not tell. Also, do not get 
carried away with descriptions of place.  When trying to publish, always 
follow the submission guidelines closely. Do not ever pay a publisher, and 



know that you will be responsible for marketing your book.  The way to 
handle is to create a niche and publicize the book about it.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 by Don, after telling us the next meeting 
will be at IHOP 750 I 35. 
 
 

 
New Business 
 
Please let me know if your email is not on here or if it is incorrect.  See me 

at the meeting on Thursday. 
 Email List 

  
 Mysterywriter5@msn.com,rebeccafarone@yahoo.com, 

 auntgoodie@hotmail.com,Janetkilgore@austin.rr.com, 

 carolballen@suddenlink.net,annamaebell@yahoo.com,bec.minor@yahoo.com,ct
l@storystonesinc.com, coolcookiecraver@gmail.com,donaldguerrant@msn.com, 
ddeaton@suddenlink.net,dsderrer@mac.com,fenoglio@embarqmail.com,  
linlip@suddenlink.net,martha@marthacarr.com,marylynn@mstafford.net, 
minortemujin@gmail.com,mitchtm@msn.com,Mysterywriter5@msn.com, 
nellnewton@suddenlink.net,patowensbooks@gmail.com, 
paulfronczek@gmail.com,peggylee57@aol.com, 
pmmcneely@austin.rr.com,glyndajoynord@yahoo.com, 
ibmdg@yahoo.com,iwritecozies@gmail.com,jeanell@ecpi.com, 
Jtokc@yahoo.com,kjwmtells@gmail.com, 
ksswen@mac.com,legarga@suddenlink.net,lindajohnson357@gmail.com, 
richardglasco@msn.com,rosscarnes@hotmail.com, 
sheltoncomm@suddenlink.net,sylviadickeysmith@gmail.com, 
kerryLstevens@gmail.com,thirdgate@aol.com, williehowie2002@yahoo.com, 
samholland004@gmail.com, 
dustyshag@yahoo.com,joneen45@gmail.com,elainenormanauthor@gmail.com,  
Rudeford54@gmail.com,do303Mo@yahoo.com,SSpears@austin.rr.com, 
bandj5144@att.net,tqbitner@gmail.com,dcampbell8@att.net,r-
best@yahoo.com,andersonmarj98@yahoo.com,kjwmtells@gmail.com,nellnewto
n@suddenlink.net,sheltoncomm@suddenlink.net, 
glyndajoynord@yahoo.com,dustyshag@yahoo.com,    

kuwmstells@gmail.com,Richardglasco@msn.com,SSpears@austin.rr.com, 
do303mo@yahoo.com,zgeistF@gmail.com,ggordon37@gmail.com, 
wallendark@gmail.com,sissynorman123@gmail.com,hokimthink@gmail.com,me
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dwards6752@gmail.com,  
dcampbell6@att.net,emiliow1124@gmail.com,Thestetsontexans@gmail.com, 

heestate2016@gmail.com,runnin_chique@yahoo.com,  
ShirleyannSchlichter@gmail.com,Lindsaycharpentier18@gmail.com,SouthernJHS@ya
hoo.com 
 
 

Writer’s Knowledge Packet 
 
Third installment 
 

Grabber Exercises 
 
Your opening is the most important part of anything you write. If it does not make the 
reader want to read more, the rest of your work is deemed to gather dust.  
 
Create a story opening chapter incorporating the following as instructed. 
 
Mandatory Elements: Use all three 

 
1. Charles Lunsberg is dead 
2. His body is on the floor of the kitchen 
3. Outside, Attla the dog is on the top step at the entry to the kitchen 

 

 
Optional elements: Use at least three 
 

1. His best friend is John 
2. He often visits with Charlie 
3. He has never visited Santorini 
4. He never wrote a book 
5. He did not have breakfast this morning 
6. There are muddy footprints inside the front door 
7. A mug of cold coffee sits on the kitchen table 
8. Charles lives in a small Texas town 
9. Charles’ father committed suicide 
10.  Ants have infested the kitchen 
11. It is November 12 
12. Charles has never been married 
13. A large tree shades the kitchen window 
14. There are a broken pair of eyeglasses on the floor 
15. There is a newspaper on the table in the breakfast nook 
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Paul sent the following helpful information about historical fiction writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 Elements of Historical Fiction 
by M.K. Tod 

 
Apparently, more than 10,000 people have read this post since I wrote it in March 
2015. Who would have imagined? As it seems to be so popular, I thought I'd repeat it 
today. Enjoy! 
 
All writers of fiction have to consider seven critical elements: character, dialogue, 
setting, theme, plot, conflict, and world building. While every story succeeds or 
disappoints on the basis of these elements, historical fiction has the added challenge 
of bringing the past to life. 
Since I work best by example, I’m developing an explanation of the seven elements in 
the context of historical fiction. 
 
Character – whether real or imagined, characters behave in keeping with the era they 
inhabit, even if they push the boundaries. And that means discovering the norms, 
attitudes, beliefs and expectations of their time and station in life. A Roman slave 
differs from a Roman centurion, as does an innkeeper from an aristocrat in the 
18th century. Your mission as writer is to reveal the people of the past. 
 
Dialogue – dialogue that is cumbersome and difficult to understand detracts from 
readers’ enjoyment of historical fiction. Dip occasionally into the vocabulary and 
grammatical structures of the past by inserting select words and phrases so that a 
reader knows s/he is in another time period. Don’t weigh the manuscript down or slow 
the reader’s pace with too many such instances. And be careful. Many words have 
changed their meanings over time and could be misinterpreted. 
 
Setting – setting is time and place. More than 75% of participants in a 2013 reader 
survey selected ‘to bring the past to life’ as the primary reason for reading historical 
fiction. Your job as a writer is to do just that. Even more critically, you need to 
transport your readers into the past in the first few paragraphs. Consider these 
opening sentences. 
 
“I could hear a roll of muffled drums. But I could see nothing but the lacing on the 
bodice of the lady standing in front of me, blocking my view of the scaffold.”Philippa 
Gregory The Other Boleyn Girl 
 
“Alienor woke at dawn. The tall candle that had been left to burn all night was almost a 

  

http://awriterofhistory.com/2017/09/14/7-elements-of-historical-fiction-2/
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stub, and even through the closed shutters she could hear the cockerels on roosts, 
walls and dung heaps, crowing the city of Poitiers awake.”Elizabeth Chadwick The 
Summer Queen 
 
“Cambridge in the fourth winter of the war. A ceaseless Siberian wind with nothing to 
blunt its edge whipped off the North Sea and swept low across the Fens. It rattled the 
signs to the air-raid shelters in Trinity New Court and battered on the boarded up 
windows of King’s College Chapel.” Robert Harris Enigma 
 
Straightaway you’re in the past. Of course, many more details of setting are revealed 
throughout the novel in costume, food, furniture, housing, toiletries, entertainment, 
landscape, architecture, conveyances, sounds, smells, tastes, and a hundred other 
aspects. 
 
Theme – most themes transcend history. And yet, theme must still be 
interpreted within the context of a novel’s time period. Myfanwy Cook’s book Historical 
Fiction Writing: A Practical Guide and Toolkit contains a long list of potential themes: 
“ambition, madness, loyalty, deception, revenge, all is not what it appears to be, love, 
temptation, guilt, power, fate/destiny, heroism, hope, coming of age, death, loss, 
friendship, patriotism.” What is loyalty in 5thcentury China? How does coming of age 
change from the perspective of ancient Egypt to that of the early twentieth century? 
What constitutes madness when supposed witches were burned at the stake. 
 
Plot – the plot has to make sense for the time period. And plot will often be shaped 
around or by the historical events taking place at that time. This is particularly true 
when writing about famous historical figures. When considering those historical 
events, remember that you are telling a story not writing history. 
 
Conflict – the problems faced by the characters in your story. As with theme and plot, 
conflict must be realistic for the chosen time and place. Readers will want to 
understand the reasons for the conflicts you present. An unmarried woman in the 
15th century might be forced into marriage with a difficult man or the taking of 
religious vows. Both choices lead to conflict. 
 
World Building – you are building a world for your readers, hence the customs, social 
arrangements, family environment, governments, religious structures, international 
alliances, military actions, physical geography, layouts of towns and cities, and politics 
of the time are relevant. As Harry Sidebottom, author of Warrior of Rome series said: 
“The past is another country, they not only do things differently there, they think about 
things differently.” 
 
As you research, here’s a list of topics to consider: attitudes, language and idiom, 
household matters, material culture, everyday life, historical timelines, occupations, 
diversions, regulations, vehicles, travel, food, clothing and fashion, manners and 
mannerisms, beliefs, morality, the mindset of the time, politics, social attitudes, wars, 
revolutions, prominent people, major events, news of the day, neighborhoods, gossip, 
scandals, international trade, travel, how much things cost, worries and cares, 
highways and byways, conveyances, landscape, sounds, tastes, smells, class 
divisions, architecture, social preoccupations, religious norms, cataclysmic events, 
legal system, laws, regulations, weather, military organization, cooking, sex, death, 
disease. I’m sure you can – and hopefully will — add more. 
Ultimately you are seeking to immerse yourself in a past world then judiciously select 
the best ways to bring that world to life as you tell your story. 
 
A closing thought from well-known historical fiction author Bernard Cornwell: “The 
most important thing, the all important thing, is to get the story right. Write, rewrite, 

http://historicalnovelsociety.org/writing-your-bestseller/


rewrite again, and do not worry about anything except story. It is story, story, story. 
That is your business. Your job is not to educate readers on the finer points of 
Elizabethan diplomacy or Napoleonic warfare, your job is to divert and amuse people 
who have had a hard day at work. What will get you published? Not style, not 
research, but story. Once the story is right, everything else will follow.” 
 
 
 

Hallmark Is Now Accepting Submissions for Romance and Mystery Novels 
If you're anything like us, you live and breath Hallmark, especially this time of year. The feel-good content 

contains themes that are as familiar as a conversation with an old friend. In fact, the topics might be so 
second-nature to you that you start to think, "I could write that!" Well, now's your chance! The channel's 

publishing division has invited viewers to become even more intimately involved in its stories—by 
accepting submissions for novels on the website. 

That's right: You can now write romance and mystery novels for Hallmark Publishing. Talk about a dream 
job! But there are some ground rules. Your story must be: 

65,000 - 85,000 words. Happy endings are a must! The Hallmark Publishing tagline is "stories that make 

you smile and warm your heart," after all! 

Wholesome. Hugging and kissing are OK, but "no nudity, sex, profanity, or graphic depictions of sexuality 
or violence will be accepted," says the website. If you're writing a murder-mystery, "the murder must 

happen 'off the page.'" 

Steer clear of overly paranormal storylines (but a bit of time travel or magic is OK!), heavy redemption 
arcs, young adult, and nonfiction. Third-person narrative is best, but they'll take a first-person account if it 

has a strong voice. Bonus points if you think of an idea for a series or write a romance novel in one of 
Hallmark's favorite themes (Christmas, small towns, and seasonal). Oh, and they never read movie 

scripts, so resist the urge to send them. 

Don't mail in a physical manuscript. To submit your novel, create an account on HallmarkPublishing.com, 
fill out the form, and upload both a 3 -4 page synopsis and the full manuscript (double-spaced, in easy-to-

read, 12- to 14-point font). 

If you're really more of a reader, check out Hallmark's new e-books inspired by the network's original Christmas movies 
 

 
The San Gabriel Writers League 

 
 DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE? 

 

 DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CRAFT? 
 

 DO YOU NEED A LITTLE PUSH TO GET ON WITH THAT BOOK? 
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Join us on the First Thursday of each month at 
The Georgetown Public Library, 

 
Meet and greet at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Interesting and knowledgeable speakers at every meeting, 

Friendly, write-minded people. 
 

For more information go to www.sgwl.net   
 
 
 

SGWL Board of Directors 
 

President 

Donald Guerrant 
626-622-6054 

DonaldGuerrant@msn.com 
 
  

 Vice President 

Program Coordinator 

 Richard Glasco 
512-751-9377 

richardglasco@msn.com 
 

  

Corresponding Secretary & Historian 

Jane Thompson 

  
  

\Treasurer & Membership---Dues $25 

 Janet Kilgore 
512-331-7204 

janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com 

 
  

Member at Large 

Paul Fronczek 

512-461-7552 

Plumt00easy@gmail.com 

  
Newsletter  

Leslie Peterson & Elaine Norman 

elainenormanauthor@gmail.com 

512-484=1041 

joneen45@gmail.com  512-388-5009 
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