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“Everything You Wanted to Know About Writing but Were Afraid to Ask” 

Dr. David Ciambrone is a retired executive and scientist in the aerospace and 

defense industry and professor of engineering. Dave is an award winning, best-

selling, author living in Georgetown, Texas with his wife Kathy. He has been past 

vice president of Sisters-in-Crime; Orange County, CA, and past President of the 

Austin chapter of Sisters-in Crime, and is Past President of the San Gabriel’s 

Writer’s League in Georgetown, Texas. He served on the Board of Directors of the 

Writer’s League of Texas. He’s a member of the International Thriller Association 

and Mystery Writers of America. Dr. Ciambrone has published 20 books, (two text 

books, three engineering and management books, a book on poisons, and 14 

mysteries).  He also wrote newspaper columns, and wrote for a business journal. 

Dr. Ciambrone has been a speaker at regional and national writing conferences 

and associations. He is also the Chairman of the Williamson County Appraisal 

Review Board and Chairman of the Williamson County Historic Commission. He 

has served on the board of the Georgetown Library, the Palace Theater, and a 

multi-county Texas water district. Dave has been a consultant to defense 

contractors and to national laboratories. He was also appointed a U.S. Treasury 

Commissioner by President Clinton and to the management board of the RTC. 



Minutes of Meeting September 7, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order by Don Guerrant   at 7:00 

Janet Kilgore, Treasurer, was not present, but Don assured us we have “money in 

the bank.” 

Don introduced a new member, Jeanne Laswell. 

Bear bragged that he is going to Nigeria for missionary work; Ann Bell told us 

about some books she published and is hoping to make a Video. The books are in 

the subject of Christian instruction.  Don said that last month, when he was not 

here, he was undergoing cataract surgery, and his vision is much better now. 

Speaker: Gerry Tucker 

Gerry works as a VP, head of Human Resources at Austin Community College.  She 

is a freelance writer who graduated with a Law Degree from UT.  She writes for 

the State Bar of Texas, Texas Realtors, and for the Faith section of the Austin 

American Statesman.  

Her first book, Bedside Chat, was published in February, and is about meditation 

and inspiration. She has served on many community boards and dedicates her 

time to helping others.  

She put out a newsletter at her church for seven years, and her book is based on 

what she learned from her work.  She says the most important thing in writing is 

finding your own voice. She says a person has many voices, but she believes her 

writing voice is more directive. Your voice should be clear. Hers is about 

spirituality, but not necessarily religion.  

Marketing your book is the hardest job.  She uses social media, talk shows, and 

book signings. Gerry also says that networking with other professional is helpful. 

She says her plan, which she made up before publishing, has worked well for her 

and she recommends that you set up a plan early. Her next move is to go 

national.  

The meeting was adjourned at: 7.55 by Richard. 



 

WRITER’S KNOWLEDGE PACKET   

David Ciambrone sent the following invaluable information to add to 

our “Knowledge Packets”.   Here is the second installment for your 

packet. 

 

       Tips for a New Writer 

 

 Begin writing. Don't worry about how it sounds the first time through... just 
write.  

 When possible, develop a rudimentary 'goal' (a potential ending); a theme 
(or themes); a rudimentary setting (temporal [time] as well as geographic); 
a rudimentary set of characters - including the protagonist (sometimes a 
'hero' - i.e. the main character); one or more antagonists (those who 
hinder, or attempt to hinder the protagonist from achieving his/her goal); 
and the supporting characters (family, friends, co-workers, etc.)  

 You can use tools such as Topical (or other types of) Outlining to help you 
develop the story line; and logically keep track of your continuity along the 
way. Maintaining logical continuity in your story is highly desirable; as it is a 
hallmark of professional writing; and nobody wants to read a story that has 
no logical progression; with unexplained holes and gaps along the way.  

 Consider using authoring software, if you do not have a good feel for going 
it on your own. This can be expensive, but can help the novice and 
professional alike in developing solid stories using some of the tried and 
true formulas that have been analyzed in creating such software.  

 It's not always the best idea to send your manuscript in for publishing the 
second you finish it. Give yourself awhile to consider revising and rewriting. 
This may be a few days to a few weeks. Step away for a bit, and then come 
back. There always will be things in your novel that you may wish that you 



had done differently. Don't linger too long - revise it; spell-check it; 
grammar-check it; pick a time when you feel the manuscript is ready; let 
friends, colleagues and select others review it; get feedback; apply or don't 
apply that feedback. Get an agent - have the agent submit it; OR go the 
small independent press route.  

 It's really up to you, the writer, regarding how long you should take to 
revise/rewrite.  

 Consider joining a critique group locally to get their personal feedback on a 
personal basis and it also allows you to be inspired and around other 
writers for the often overlooked support from people with the same goals 
and problems.  

 Consider an agent and hope for a large publisher or small press before a 
vanity press. NOTE: Many e-publishers really are just another form of 
"vanity publishing" - they claim "no costs," but you end up paying fees for 
various add-ons, premium 'this' and premium ‘that’. REAL Publishers should 
pay you. REAL PUBLISHERS SHOULD PROMOTE OR ASSIST YOU IN 
PROMOTING YOUR WORK (If it's worthwhile and marketable).  

 Many e-pubs and small presses are offering print versions of their books 
through the benefits of Print on Demand services like Lulu. Also, with MOST 
NON-TRADITIONAL (small presses) PUBLISHERS, be prepared to help 
promote your own work by setting up a blog and attending online chats, as 
well as other promotions AND other leg-work on YOUR part!  

 Write your story the way you want. There are markets for all genres. You 
can search for publishers based on the keywords that you think describe 
your story best. Many publishers cater to a broad variety of tastes in 
readers and writers.  

 Make your idea as original as possible; or make it a truly unique twist on an 
already-existing idea. Without realizing it, you could be taking storylines 
from books you've read or movies you've seen. Conversely, using other 
works as inspiration is a useful writing method - just be sure to avoid 
plagiarism and clichés as much as possible.  



 Use writing advice that works best for you - different writers write 
differently. Regarding writing advice: "One size" does NOT fit all.  

 You do not have to write about something you already know: you always 
can research and learn about things you wish to incorporate into your plot. 
Use the Internet, libraries, interviews, etc. as tools to assist in research.  

 One method of developing a novel is to begin with the ending in mind: If 
you know the ending of the story, it can help you form the theme, the plot, 
the settings, and the characters; and it can help you more easily progress 
toward that ending.  

 Develop your characters to be as multi-dimensional as possible - flat, 
boring, uninteresting characters can kill even the best story before it gets 
off the ground. Sometimes your characters will begin to develop in ways 
you hadn't expected. Don't panic! This can be a good thing, and it can add 
new and refreshing directions for you in your plot. Try to base your 
characters on real-life experiences and on what motivations and traits that 
you believe your characters would have in an equivalent real-life setting. 
Use your imagination fully; use your interactions with others as an initial 
basis. Also, don't be afraid to research various personality types for 
character material.  

 Another tip that might prove useful is a "big picture" approach: Try to 
create the world (the overall setting and environment), and then build on it 
to create your novel. Base your characters around the world that you have 
created (geography, races, towns, cities, capitals, cults, factions, 
governments, etc.)  

 Try to avoid throwing away ANY ideas! In writing, it's often a good practice 
to have MORE material than you actually need, so please try to retain ALL 
of your ideas (even those you may have considered tossing out earlier). At 
times, you may need "filler ideas" to finish out a sub-plot and move to the 
main plot along. Set up a computer or hard copy file for all “discards” and 
other ideas for future reference. This also helps when you have to cut the 
great idea that didn’t really fit and you don’t want to lose it. Put it in the file 
for future reference.  



o Things you will need 

 A clear mind. You can't do anything without clearing your mind.  

 A quiet place to sit and work.  

 Loads of stamina, perseverance, and the willpower to plough on and finish 
what you start, running with your idea to its conclusion rather than 
abandoning it midway through.  

 A dictionary and thesaurus. You might need to look up words or you might 
need a different word to use. This will help!  

 A computer  

  

The San Gabriel Writers League 

•DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE? 

•DO YOU WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CRAFT? 

•DO YOU NEED A LITTLE PUSH TO GET ON WITH THAT BOOK? 

Join us on the First Thursday of each month at 

The Georgetown Public Library, 

Meet and greet at 6:30 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 

Interesting and knowledgeable speakers at every meeting, 

Friendly, write-minded people. 

  

SWGL Board of Directors 
President 

Donald Guerrant 

626-622-6054 

DonaldGuerrant@msn.com 



 Vice President 

Program Coordinator 

 Richard Glasco 

512-751-9377 

richardglasco@msn.com 

Corresponding Secretary & Historian 

Jane Thompson  Jtokc@yahoo.com 

Treasurer & Membership---Dues $25 

Janet Kilgore 

512-331-7204 

janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com 

Member at Large 

Paul Fronczek 

512-461-7552 

Plumt00easy@gmail.com 

Newsletter  

Leslie Peterson & Elaine Norman 

elainenormanauthor@gmail.com    512-484=1041 

Joneen45@gmail.com   512-388-5009 
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