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40 Years Out-- 
10 Things I've Learned About Writing 

I’ve been asked several times if, when I retire, there 
will still be a newsletter . . . Well—if no one volun-
teers to take it over, then that answer is probably 
“No”.  Is that what all of you want ? ? ?    
 

You can change it to be however you want it,  
TGW doesn’t have to imitate what I’ve done . . . 

  Come on—be brave  
someone step forward and live the life of an Editor.   

It’s only as hard as you make it!! 
Contact: Carol Menchu— 

512-930-0138 (leave a message) — thirdgate@aol.com 

Mike Cox, an elected member of the Texas Institute of Letters, is the author 
of 21 Texas-related, non-fiction books as 
well as numerous magazine articles. Author 
of a best-selling two-volume narrative histo-
ry of the Texas Rangers, The Texas Rangers: 
Wearing the Cinco Peso, 1821-1900 and 
Time of the Rangers: The Texas Rangers 
1900 to Present, Cox in September 2010 re-
ceived the A.C. Greene Award for lifetime 
achievement as a writer.  
 

A former award-winning journalist for the 
Austin American-Statesman and other Tex-
as newspapers, Cox spent more than 15 
years as spokesman for the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety, handling media inter-
views at the scene of some of the biggest 
news events in recent Texas history. 
 

He retired as communications manager for the Texas Department of Trans-
portation in 2007, but retired from retirement in 2010 to join the communica-
tions division of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. He still devotes 
much of his free time to writing, editing/consulting and public speaking. 
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The meeting was called to order promptly at 7:00 
P.M. 
 Janet Kilgore’s opening remarks reminded people 
to pay their dues, which are now due.  

Treasure’s report:  
Because of the treasurer’s absence the report was 
tabled until next month. 

New Members and Visitors:   
Richard Glasgow, Pam Vance, and Don Querrant 
attended the meeting and expressed intentions to 
join SGWL. 

Brags: 
Jane Thompson has written an article that has been 
accepted by Reminisce Magazine and will be pub-
lished soon.  
 Ross Carnes was contacted by the State of Texas 
and he helped them resurrect the artwork of plants 
and animals he created so they can reprint tourist 

guides.  
 Marty Shelton has as just completed and re-
leased a new anthology of stories.  
Jeanell Bolton’s book The Love He Left Behind is due 
to be released in July. 
 C.Wayne Dawson will be hosting an Authors Fair 
at the Library May 10. Contact Wayne if you want to 
participate.  

Old Business:   
We briefly analyzed the results of the Writer’s Col-
lege.  

Feature Program:  

“Researching Your Novel”, hosted by Ann Bell and 

Linda Baten Johnson. Ann presented on secondary 

sources and Linda covered primary sources.  

Respectively submitted by  
Bill Russeth, secretary 

     

Upcoming Meetings 
  

April Mike Cox 

May Sheila Allee 

June  

July  

August  

March 2014 Minutes 

 
 
 

Sylvia dickey Smith has new 
email address: 
 

sds@cablelynx.com 
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By Janet Kilgore  President’s Words    

Our March meeting was a great talk by Ann Bell and Linda Johnson on researching for historical fiction. It was 
really informative! 
 

The guest speaker for our April 3 meeting is Mike Cox, who will speak on, "40 Years Out--10 Things I've 
Learned About Writing." Please join us and benefit from his experience.  

Writing Programs/Conferences 

At Texas Association of Authors, our goal is to help 
people become Texas Authors and then we help 
them promote their book.  While you may not be a 
published author as of yet, TAA felt that knowing 
what writers conferences are being held in Texas this 
year may help you out.  Therefore, below you will 
find three programs that we support. 

 

  Best wishes on your writing carrier 
  B. Alan Bourgeois 
  Director/Founder/Author 
  Texas Assoc. of Authors 
  TxAuthors.com 

 

The Indie Road: A GPS for Authors Conference April 
25-26, 2014 Tyler, Texas   
http://www.indieroadconference.com  

 

Cost ranges from $90-$170 depending on date of 
registration and package type, plus hotel and other 
expenses. 

  

County Roads: Have a work-in-progress you want to 

publish? Great! Learn about editing, cover art, and 
branding. Navigate the basics of Facebook, Twitter 
and Blogging. 

  

Highways: Ready to publish but overwhelmed by for-
matting, printing, and distributing your book? Indus-
try professionals can guide you down the right path 
for your individual needs. 

  

Interstates: Congratulations! You're a published au-
thor. Now what? Find innovative ways to get your 
book to readers, work the algorithms, and boost your 
sales. 

 

Remember  
to ask about a Texas Assoc. of Authors discount! 

                                           

“Look in the Book" Art & Author Book Faire 
Tables to sell your books from are still available !! 
 

1:00-5:00 p.m., Saturday, May 10, Georgetown Pub-
lic Library, 2nd flor, Hewlett Room 
 

FREE TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Treat yourself to an afternoon of art, acting, music, 
wine, and great books.  Meet local artists and authrs 
who make the world cme alive as we “look in the 
book”. 
 

Indie best selling author Rhiannon Frater will serve as 
keynote speaker; AcTAG, Sun City's actor's guild, will 

perform dramatic readings from local literature in the 
lobby. The Sun City Mountain Dulcimers, Two Day 
Suitcase Band, and Ron Braley's Renaissance lute will 
provide music. 
 

Self-publishing guru Rhiannon Frater will appear at 
our Art & Author Faire, but we are much more lucky 
to have her agree to dine with us afterward. Rhian-
non gives seminars at different Texas Writer Associa-
tions where the public is charged $100 each to attend 
her seminars, but we get to hear her FREE! http://
rhiannonfrater.com/about-me/  Sign up for the din-
ner. 

http://www.facebook.com/l/bAQG71NP9/rhiannonfrater.com/about-me/
http://www.facebook.com/l/bAQG71NP9/rhiannonfrater.com/about-me/
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Amelia Part V — by S. Martin Shelton Captain, USNR (ret.) 

Part V 
In this concluding section, I offer my hypothesis about how the 
Navy prepared Earhart’s Electra for her aerial reconnaissance 
mission and what happened during the final couple days of her 
last flight.  

Somewhere around midnight on 29 June 1937, Earhart 
piloting her Electra, took off from the Lockheed facility at the 
Burbank airport in California.  Her flight-plan destination was the 
Oakland airport—her home base.  About 200 miles out, she 
changed course and swung the Electra over San Francisco Bay. In 
a few minutes, she approached the Naval Air Station in Alameda 
to make a secret landing. As naval intelligence had instructed, 
she made no radio request for landing instructions.  On her 
down-wind leg, she flashed her landing lights twice in quick suc-
cession, and three seconds later she flashed the lights one more 
time.  The solitary Air-Control Man in the Alameda tower used 
the ALDIS light gun to signal a flashing green light to signal her 
that she was cleared to approach the air station.  On her base 
leg, he signaled a steady green light meaning that she was 
cleared to land. 

Immediately after the Electra had touched down and 
completed its roll out, a sole Aviation Boatswain’s Mate used his 
hand-held color light wands to direct the Electra to an unmarked 
hangar on the west side of the field.  Earhart taxied her Electra 
toward the hangar.  As she approached, the hangar’s twin doors 
slid open and a man, who appeared to be a civilian, directed her 
to cut the engines.  Immediately after the engines’ last cough, 
several men attached a tow bar to the Electra and a cart pulled 
the airplane inside.  The hangar doors slid closed silently.  The 
entire approach and landing operation took less than four 
minutes.  

Inside, the aerial camera installation proceeded apace. 
An Aviation Machinist Mate pulled out the copilot’s seat and 
controls and cut a four-inch by four-inch hole in the Electra’s 
skin below the copilot’s station, and drilled four screw-holes at 
the corners of the metal around the hole.  With the help of a 
Photographer’s Mate, they bolted the K-17 camera in place.  The 
Photographer’ Mate attached the magazine that was pre-loaded 
with the nine-inch Aero-Plus X film, set the  camera’s shutter 
speed at 1/250 second, and the lens at f8.0, and attached the 
starburst K2 filter over the lens.  He rigged a cable to the maga-
zine that was long enough for Earhart to activate its motor.   On 
completion, the Photographer’s Mate made a thorough installa-
tion inspection and initiated the magazine’s motor to cycle a few 
frames of film to ensure that the aerial-camera suite was func-
tioning properly.  Meantime, below the Electra another Machin-
ist Mate covered the square opening with a prefabricated alumi-
num cover plate with quick-release screws.  Satisfied that the K-
17 suite was functioning properly, the Photographer’s Mate 
briefed Earhart, on how to withdraw and install the magazine’s 
dark slide, activate the magazine’s motor, remove the magazine 
from the camera, and stow it in its case.  After Earhart’s 
acknowledged that she understood, he covered the camera with 

a fitted black tarpaulin.  Stenciled in bright white letters atop the 
cover and on two of its sides were the warnings, “Delicate In-
struments.  DO NOT TOUCH.”   Underneath the Electra, he 
showed Earhart how to work the quick-release screws to re-
move the aluminum cover plate and, on completion of her pho-
tographic run, how to cover the square hole with this plate from 
inside the aircraft.   

 Unidentified civilians made other modifications to the 
Electra.  Because there is no documentation, I don’t know what 
these fellows did to the Electra.  Nonetheless, I speculate that 
they beefed up the Pratt & Whitney Wasp engines to boost their 
horsepower to increase the Electra’s speed.  Meanwhile, a naval 
intelligence officer whom Earhart had met at Camp David admin-
istered the oath of office to her and commissioned her a Lieu-
tenant Commander in the Naval Reserve.  
<SB> 
In the early morning hours on Lae, Earhart conducted her walk-
around inspection of the Electra and removed the aluminum 
cover plate over the camera port.   During her preflight checklist, 
she removed the dark slide from the film magazine and stowed 
it in a leather pocket on the bulkhead behind the cockpit. 

As publicized, on 1 July1937, at about 1000 hours, Ear-
hart took off from Lae, New Guinea and headed east toward 
Howland. She climbed out to about 15,000 feet—the Navy’s 
recommended altitude for optimum photographic clarity with 
the Zeiss twenty-four-inch lens.  On reaching cruising altitude, 
she turned left and headed for Truk, 880 nm north. She reduced 
the Electra’s speed to delay her arrival until later in the after-
noon, when the low-angle sun casts shadows that make objects 
stand out and appear three-dimensional, making details easier 
for photographic interpreters to see, identify, and measure .  
(Please see Figure 2.) 

When Earhart reached the initial point over Truk Island, 
she flicked the magazine motor to ON.  The blinking green light 
on the magazine told her that the camera system was working 
properly.  She was over the target not more than three or four 
minutes.  Then she switched the magazine motor off, turned to a 
southeast heading, and vanished into the closing darkness to-
ward Howland, 2,200 nm away.  If the Japanese had any aware-
ness of her penetrating their Bamboo Curtain, we have no evi-
dence of it.  
 Most experts aver that Earhart crashed into the Pacific 
somewhere near Howland.   Then the overriding question is: 
how did the Navy get the exposed negatives from the aerial 
camera?  My only plausible explanation is that in the shank of 
the night, Earhart landed in secret at the seldom-used and 
closed airport on Nauru in the British Mandate Ellis Islands.  Ear-
lier that evening, en route to Nauru, Earhart slid the dark slide 
into the film magazine, uncoupled it, stowed it in its case, and 
passed the case over the in-cabin fuel tanks to Noonan’s waiting 
hands.   After touchdown and roll-out, and without cutting the 
Electra’s engines, Noonan popped open the cabin door, and 
handed the film magazine to a man in mufti who identified him-



5 

self as a naval intelligence officer by uttering a preselected 
phrase.  Noonan slammed the door shut, and Earhart gunned 
the engines and the Electra leaped into the night and faded 
away. On climb out, Earhart noticed a Pan American China Clip-
per secured to a wharf on the leeward side of the island. 

You may well ask, why did Earhart land on Nauru when 
she was scheduled to land at Howland and transfer the film 
magazine there?”  My guess is that Paul Mantz briefed Captain 
Puleston about Earhart’s minimal radio skills and cautioned him 
that this deficiency significantly decreased her odds of finding 
Howland.  The Navy, assuming that the Japanese did not inter-
fere with her pass over Truk and her flight over the rest of Mi-
cronesia, decided to take no chances of losing those priceless 
aerial photographs.  

Captain Puleston chose Nauru because it would be sig-
nificantly easier to find than Howland, and it lays only 200 nm 
northwest of her projected great-circle route.  Nauru was much 
larger, populated, and well lighted.  From two radio stations, 
powerful long- and short-wave radio transmissions were broad-
cast continuously. Earhart could use her Bendix radio direction 
finder to follow these electronic signals to guide her to the is-
land.  From Nauru’s “International Notice to Airmen,” Puleston 
knew that late at night, the airport was closed and the control 
tower unmanned.  The rotating beacon on the control tower 
remained lit twenty-fours hours a day to accommodate aircraft 
emergencies.  This beacon emitted a strong alternating white 
and green light set at fifteen degrees above the horizon.  The 
runway lights down its single landing strip were activated by a 
photo-electric device that responded to an aircraft’s landing 
lights..  Since there are no records in our intelligence files of such 
a scenario, I must conclude that our intelligence officer clandes-
tinely entered Nauru via the China Clipper.  The pilot must have 
declared some kind of in-flight emergency to explain this un-
scheduled off-course landing at Nauru. Probably the Clipper had 
landed late the previous afternoon.  In the intelligence business, 
it’s routine not to record such events or else to destroy all evi-
dence quickly.   

FIN 
===== 

 
Nota bene.  My father, Captain Gregory Thompson, was killed 
in action when a Japanese Kamikaze slammed into the aircraft 
carrier USS Franklin on 19 March 1945.  My dad was the staff air-
intelligence officer for Admiral Mark Mitchner’s Task Force 58. 
Randolph Thompson, Lt. USN. 

=============== 
 

Author’s Notes 
1.  Howland is an uninhabited possession of the United 

States and is about 1,700 nautical miles southwest of Hawaii. 
2.  The nautical mile (nm) is the unit of measure used in 

aviation and ocean navigation, and in polar exploration.  One 
nautical mile is one minute of arc of latitude, or about 6,076 
feet.   It is about 800 feet, or 15 percent longer than the statue 
mile, 5,280 feet—the standard land measurement in the U.S.A. 

3. Essential Elements of Information (EEI) detail in a 
document the enemy’s capabilities, intentions, and political en-
vironment. 

=============== 
11,853 words, 20JAN13 

Authors notes 
Distances in nautical miles and via the most direct Great Circle 
route 

 Lae, New Guinea to Howland (direct) = 2,230 nm 

 Lae New Guinea to Howland via Truk = 2,810 nm 

 Lae to Truk = 880 nm 

 Truk to Jalut = 1,050 nm 

 Jalut to Howland = 880 nm 

 Truk to Nauru = 1,130 nm 

 Nauru to Howland = 960 nm 

 Truck to Howland great-circle route = 2,200 nm 

 Truck to Howland via Nauru = 2,090 nm 

 Lae to Truk to Nauru to Howland = 2,970 nm 

 Lae to Nauru = 1,262 nm 

 Howland to Pear Harbor = 1,700 nm 

 Convert statue miles to nautical, multiply the statue miles 
by 1.15 

 Convert nautical miles to statue miles, multiply nm by 
0.869 

 The three destroyers in the Colorado’s task force were the 
USS Dayton, Lmson, and Cushing. 

 The Tuvalu Group islands are about 360 nm due south of A/
E’s projected great circle route to Howland. 

 The Coast Guard cutter, USGCS Ontario was positioned 
about halfway between Lae and Howland on her projected great
-circle route. 

 A/E’s projected great-circle route was about 260 nm SW of 
the British protectorate, Nauru. 

 Nauru is a former German colony.  After WWI, (1937) the 
League of Nations made Nauru a mandate of the British Empire. 

 Ellis Island is part of the Tuvalu Group.  Tonga is in this 
Group.  A British Colony un 1937 

USA claimed these islands in the central Pacific” Funafuti, 
Nukefetu, Nokuladlae, and Niulakita. 

 



6 

I ‘Auto’ Cry, I ‘Auto’ Laugh, I ‘Auto’  Sign My Autograph 
By Suzy Millar Miller 

     Through the years autograph books were popular in my 
hometown. The title verse is written with little drawings of cars 
where the word “auto” appears in the book. It took me a while 
to figure out what it said, but the saying made an impression on 
me.  Most of the girls in the 50’s and 60’s had one or two auto-
graph books that were passed around the room to be signed. I 
still have my two books, but I also have autograph books from 
1885, 1900, and 1932. 
     According to Wikipedia and an article on Quaker Quilts, the 
autograph book was used for collecting autographs of friends, 
colleagues, and classmates. In the Middle Ages, genealogical 
tables and guides circulated within aristocratic families where 
each person added his or her own information. At tournaments 
the participants recorded names, coats-of-arms and mottos into 
tournament books. In the mid-sixteenth century students at 
universities in Germany began to keep albums with the signa-
tures of their professors and other acquaintances.  The books 
recorded the names the owner wanted to remember as he trav-
elled to other institutes of higher learning. The books were often 
called Album Amicorum in Latin which translates to Book of 
Friends, and often included wise statements that provided guid-
ance and encouragement to the students. Because these books 
were often used in academics, they became a crude form of 
scholarly credentials which relates to the modern “list of refer-
ences,” but they also became address and guest books. Friends 
often drew sketches and drawings on the pages. In the 1800’s 
the autograph book arrived in America. Godey’s Ladies Book and 
Magazine published verses and poems of friendship and advice 
in the 1830’s and 1840’s. Many of the verses used for autograph 
books also became used as inscriptions on quilts. 
 While the popularity of autograph books varies through the 
decades they are still popular today, usually with children who 
take them to theme parks to collect their favorite characters’ 
signatures. Disney and other companies still sell autograph 
books. High school yearbooks have replaced the autograph 
books among older students.  
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1885 autograph book I have was the property of my great-
grandmother. The writing inside is very flowery and flowing. The 
book is beautiful with ivory pages and embossed leather cover. 
What is amazing is that I recognize almost all of the old family 
names in the book. Some of the pages are signed as follows: 

  “May your days be days of peace, and slide through this 
world as slick as grease. S. P.” 
  “Dec. 16th, ’90; Compliments of a schoolmate, Lewis.” 
 “January 4th, 1895; Live truly and thy life shall be a great and 
noble creed. H.D. Young.” 
  “January the 4 1895; May your joys be many, your sorrows 
few. P. Pickering.” 
  “Feb. 11th 1889; May your joys be as deep as the ocean and 
your sorrows as light as its foam, is the wish of your Schoolmate, 
Brace.” 
 “Feb. 1st, 1889; Compliments of a school mate, Jon.” 
 “Feb. 11th, ’89; Ere you remark another’s sins, Bid your own 
conscience look within. R. Graham.” 
 “May 29th, 1889; Go make thy garden fair as thou canst, 
Thou workest never alone, Perchance he whose lot is next to 
thine, May see it, and mend his own. Your friend, Augusta.” 
 “July 1st, 1888; Remember friend and bear in mind, A con-
stant friend is hard to find, So when you find one just and true, 
Change not the old one for the new. Agnes.” 
 “Jan the 29, 1889; Thus, as the moments pass away, We’ll 
love, and wonder, and adore, And long to see the glorious day, 
When we shall meet to part no more. Grant.” 
 “Jan. 31, 89; Except (sic.) the Compliments of your friend and 
schoolmate. Compliments of L.A. Ashton.” 
 “Dec. the 5, 1890; On this leaf in memory pressed, May my 
name forever rest. Compliments, Otha. (This man later married 
my great-grandmother.)” 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1900 autograph book I have was the property of my grand-
mother. This is another beautiful book with embossed leather 
cover and a picture of an angel. Some of the multicolored pages 
are signed as follows: 
 
 “1900 December 25: A Christmas Present from Aunt Cal.” 
 “December 25, 1900; Compliments of Aunt Julia.”  
 December 25th 1900; Remember the turkey roast at Aunt 
Jane’s. Remember me, Audrea.” 
 “December 16, 1905; Remember me on week days, Remem-
ber me on Sunday.  Jacob.” 
 “When you are old and cannot see, put on your specks and 
think of me. Willie.” 
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group meeting meets the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

Fronczek@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The 1931 autograph book I have was the property of my 
mother. The book resembles a small ledger with multicolored 
pages. Some of the pages are signed as follows: 
 
 “For 100% Attendance for the school year 1931-1932. School 
memories of Courtright; May 20, 1932, Remember the nice times 
we have had together at Courtright and always be the nice girl I 
have known you to be. Your teacher, Miss Jinks.” 
 “Be good, sweet maid, and let who will be clever, Don’t 
dream dreams all day long, Let life, Death and that Vast Forever, 
Be one grand, sweet song. In your golden chain of friendship, 
ever keep one link for me. Evelyn, June 1, 1932.” 
 “Jan. 3, 1933; Bennie Weber is my name. Courtright is my 
station. I go to school to act a fool, And that’s my education. 
Benny.” 
 “English Class 9th May; Mary had a little goat, She fed it on 
tin cans, And when the little kiddies came, They came in Ford 
sedans. Your friend Sadie. Yours till a mountain peaks to see a 
salad dressing.” 
 “I love you little, I love you big, I love you like, A little pig. 
Irene.” 
 “Don’t fret because you cannot roam, For after all there is 
no place like home, so when the birds fly South and skies are 
gray, Remember me when I’m far away. Don.” 
 “March 18, 1935; Remember the G.R. party at the Grange 
Hall, Sat. March 16, 1935. Around went the autograph, Hither it 
comes to me so here is my name, Margaret. Wanta’ buy some 
doughnuts? 25 cents a dozen. Just made. Thank you.” 
 “May 17, 1932; In your mud puddle of affections please 
have a little tadpole wiggle for me. Virginia; For-get-me-not.” 
“March 13, 1935; Friendship is like China, Beautiful, old, and ra-
re. When it is broken it can be mended, But the break is always 
there. Your friend, Mary Alice.” 
  
My autograph books were from the early 1960’s. They have plas-
tic covers and a few pages in one were black. The penciled 
writing is really faded and is not as legible as the older books. 
Here are some quotes: 
 
“Susan had a little car, And it was painted red. And everywhere 
that Susan went, the cops picked up the dead. – Good luck! Bev-
erly.” 
 “My arithmetic to you, you are 2 sweet 2 be 4 gotten. When 
you get old and out of shape, remember girdles are $12.98. Your 
friend and admirer always, Jean.” 
 “If in heaven we do not meet, Hand in hand we’ll stand in 

the heat!! Carol.” 
 “I’m yours till Hungary fries Turkey in Greece! Roses are 
red, Violets are Blue, they cost $2.52, Will dandelions do? Your 
friend, Sharon.” 
 “(The inscription my mom wrote inside the autograph book 
she gave me.) 1959; For being a good girl! For practicing her pi-
ano lessons! For washing dishes!  For getting high grades in 
school, from Mommy; May 23, 1959; Always do unto others as 
you would like them to do unto you! Be clean in thought, word or 
deed. MLM.” 
 “May 25, 1959; Always remember your Girl Scout Promise 
and try your best to live up to it. If you do, I know you will grow 
up to be a fine upstanding woman. Earl.” 
 “Can’t think, Born Dum, Independent, Won’t Come, Bad Ink, 
Bad Pen, Best Wishes, Amen. Carl.” (This saying is a classic, alt-
hough where Carl wrote Independent, the correct word is inspi-
ration!) 
 “Do you watch 77 Sunset Strip? John.” 
 “I see you in the country. I see you on the sea. I see you in 
your bathtub. Oops, please pardon me. Robin.” 
 “Roses are red, Violets are blue, Your nose is shaped like a B
-Fifty-Two (B52). From Mike.” 
  
As your can see, the thoughts and formats of the autograph 
book changed over the years, but the thoughts of friendship 
were the same in my family. May I have your autograph? 

 
The Inconstant Moon 

An exceptional book of poetry 

By Pat McNeely 
 

Is now in its  
Second Printing 

 

Contact 
Pat McNeely 

pmmcneely@austin.rr.com 
 

mailto:Fronczek@gmail.com
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Kindle Countdown Deal Works for Reader and Writer by Sidney W. Frost 

 

 I just completed offering my books on Kindle's Count-
down deal for the first time and was pleased with the 
results. Unlike giving away books on the Kindle Free 
Days, the books are sold at reduced prices that gradu-
ally increase until the price is back to the original. My 
books are only $2.99 to start with so I don't have 
many price increments. What I like about this deal is 
that the reader isn't just grabbing a book because it's 
free. He or she is making a decision to purchase and 
read the book.  
  I also like the Countdown Deal be-
cause it adds a sense of urgency to the 
buyer's decision-making process. The 
price is going to go up. That is made 
clear to the buyer who is trying to de-
cide what to purchase. Another consid-
eration is that the countdown deal can 
only be used once in each marketplace 
during a 90-day period. Currently, the 
only two marketplaces are Ama-
zon.com and Amazon.uk. The buyer may not know 
this, so authors should stress this in promotional in-
formation. 
  Amazon helps readers find books offering count-
down deals. See: http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-
eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=7078878011. On the day I 
looked, there were nearly 1,500 books listed. It would 
take time to search such a large list. However, Ama-
zon offers ways to reduce the size of the list by allow-

ing you to drill down to the types of books you like.  
  First, you can select a specific category. Look at 
the menu on the left of the page and click on Kindle e
-books under the heading Kindle Countdown Deals. 
This will open a long list of categories from Arts & 
Photography to Travel. If you are interested in Chris-
tian fiction, for example, click on Literature & Fiction, 
and then select Religious & Inspirational Fiction. At 
the time I did this, there were only 25 books in this 

category. From here there are more 
ways to zoom into what you are interest-
ed in, but with only 25 books, you could 
check on each one. 
  You may want to view the list of 
books on special after sorting it in vari-
ous ways. On the right side of the page, 
look for a pull-down list called Sort by. 
You have the following options: New and 
Popular, Price: Low to High, Price: High 
to Low, Avg. Customer Review, and Pub-

lication Date. And, of course, you can use these sort 
criteria at any point while you are viewing the list of 
books. 
  Sometimes I feel like I'm going around circles 
while watching for the next best way to reach read-
ers. The Kindle Countdown Deal is a winner for both 
reader and writer. 

Of the Library presents 
 
 
 
 
 

“Writrs and Con Men, Liars All”    
Thursday, May 8 at 3.00pm 
 

James Magnuson currently directs the James A. Mich-
ener Center for Writers at the University of Texas.  He 
is the author of eight previous novels.  His most cur-
rent novel, Famous Writers I Have Known, is a bril-
liant  

 
 
 
 
mix of literary satire and crime caper. 
 

Tickets are available at the Georgetown Public Library 
Second-Hand Prose or from Ricki at 512-818-8074 
 

Tickets are $13.00 in advance. $15.00 at the door. 
Ticket price includes dessert and beverage from The 
Red Poppy. 
 

Second floor at the Georgetown Public Library 

http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=7078878011
http://www.amazon.com/Kindle-eBooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=7078878011
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By Jane Thompson    Bottle Fatigue 

Okay, this one time I was fast asleep  (I do not 
make this stuff up, folks) when I was suddenly awak-
ened by—something.  I didn’t know what it was but 
nothing was alarming me, so I was about to go right 
back to sleep when my cat barreled into bed with me. 
And she was wet. Why, I asked myself, none  too 
brightly, was the cat wet at three a.m.?  

Even in my groggy state, this made me curious. I 
couldn’t think of a circumstance in 
which my cat would become wet at 
three o’clock in the morning when I 
was asleep and we were alone in the 
apartment. So, I got up to investigate. 
And when I walked into the dining ar-
ea, it was of course dark, but I could see 
this unspeakable mess. There was 
something all over the front door, the 
floor, the table, the walls.  

So I turned on the light and—it was 
Coca-Cola. Diet Coke, to be exact. I went into 
the adjoining kitchen and found an exploded 3 
liter plastic coke bottle. The plastic shards were 
lightning sharp and had I been in the room at the 
time of the blast I would have been seriously 
hurt. I checked the cat to make sure that the wetness 
on her was just diet coke, which it was. 

I went back to bed, but couldn’t stand it. I had to 
get up and wash the walls, the floor, the door, the 
kitchen counters, the table, just everything in the way 
of that blow-up. It all seemed strange to me, and it 
opened my eyes as to how much I was drinking when I 
drank a 3-liter diet coke. 

The next day I attempted to get ahold of Coke 
through various websites and all, but could not get any 
response. I thought it odd that they would not answer 
me, as I had just barely escaped being killed or losing 
an eye to their killer bottle. 

Finally, I called the phone number on the bottle. 
And I got a nice lady who expressed great concern 
over my and my cat’s well-being. She explained that 

my e-mails had probably gone unan-
swered because they simply didn’t be-
lieve me—the only place 3-liter bottles 
are sold is in Texas! 
She then went on to explain that what I 
had experience was called “bottle fa-
tigue” and while it did happen, it was ra-
re. She had been assured several times 
that we had not been injured in any way 
(except for the cat’s pride) in the inci-
dent, then she told me she was issuing a 

coupon for a case of diet coke. I thought it was 
small recompense for the fright and mess, but you 
can be sure I took it. 
 

 
Check out my new book 

Flying Buttresses 
available at Amazon.com 

The other day I walked into a Castle 
seemingly lonely 
in a yard  
more cared for than it 
 
I looked around for someone 
. . . not an itinerant someone-- 
but someone who really cared 
for the building built with hope 
and possibly love 
for the celled  
shelter offered there 
 

                                        A shell of life—no longer prime 
                                        its walls could tell us stories 
                                         but we’ve no ears to hear 

the voice so faint, so dear 
 
I walked away with sadness 
but there was no feel 
of sadness living there 
among the tattered ruins--  
only  
a mellow waiting in the sun 
 
See pg10 for where this is 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Z6qEOP9NSm9XsM&tbnid=AOxQfOxzozce1M:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimgarcade.com%2F1%2Fdiet-coke-bottle%2F&ei=ZvEpU7HcEoOq2QWNsoDgCA&bvm=bv.62922401,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNH_
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=nLP1eu-RTAzLVM&tbnid=GdbPqZMubfQppM:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fretro-summer-drink-champagne-vector-506712&ei=f_IpU87fEMi
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Special Interest Groups 

Last Writes Critique Group—Full right now, welcomes a 

Waiting List   Meets (usually) at 7 PM, 2nd & 4th Wed. each 
month, at Oaks at Wildwood Clubhouse. Novels in progress, var-
ied genres. Membership currently full. Contact: Jmu-
Hall@aol.com 
 

Novel Crafters is Full right now, welcomes a Waiting List     

Meets every other Thursday on the second floor of the 
Georgetown Library in a private room.  Contact is Mary Stafford 
at marylynn@mstafford.net 

 

Quixotic Quills critique group represents varied interests. Our 

group writes historical novels, short stories and memoirs. 
Meetings are usually on the second and fourth Thursday of each 
month unless we reschedule because of holidays. We meet at 
7:00 p.m. at the Monument Café.  Contact is Sharon Lyle, 512-
639-1162, iwritecozies@gmail.com.  Currently, we are full.  
 

Bard Masters Critique Group The focus of the critique 

group is historical fiction and fantasy. Meeting Tuesdays, 6:00 
PM at the Georgetown Library.  Currently open to a new mem-
ber with a serious work in progress.  Contact:  Ross Carnes 
rosscarnes@hotmail.com 

 

Tale Spinners, return with us to the days of yesteryear where 

we put some novel twists on old stories.  Historical fiction’s the 
name, publication’s the fame.  Join us now with your work in 
progress.  We have an opening for one new member.  We meet 
on alternate Mondays at 2:30 in the Georgetown Library.  Con-
tact Randall Best at R_best@yahoo.com 

 

The Coroners, is open to 2 new members. They meet 

Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. in the stacks at the Georgetown Li-
brary.  Contact Dave Ciambrone, mysterywriter5@msn.com 
 

Demystifying Writers’ Demons One at a Time by Joan Upton Hall 

     

 Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demysti-
fier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American 
Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmu-
Hall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips.  

Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PUNCTUATION—Commas in introductory phrases, “iffy” 
 

A beginning phrase having three or more words usually needs a comma to make meaning 
clear, but fewer words can also cause momentary stumbling. Try reading the following exam-
ple two ways, first with and then without pauses shown as [,]: 

 

 With comma left out[,] sentences like this may miscue the reader.  (Keep comma) 
 In writing[,] one should avoid setting up speed bumps for readers. (Keep comma) 
 In 1861[,] the Civil War broke out.  (Comma not needed but optional) 
 

Editor’s choice - The old adage, “When in doubt[,] leave out,” doesn’t work with all editors. With-
out argument[,] go with the style your editor or teacher wants. 

 

 Regarding this matter[,] Texas Highways magazine required me to use commas whereas my 
newspaper editor and one of my book editors preferred none.  

 
Not a choice - In modern usage, no comma should separate a phrase from a verb immediately  

If you are interested in joining/forming a critique group,  

contact Joan Upton Hall (jmuhall@aol.com) or Sylvia Dickey Smith (sds@cablelynx.com) 

The Castle, first viewed from the 2000 block The Paseo in Kansas City Missouri, is located on google maps with the ad-

dress 2001 Vine St, Kansas City Missouri.  A virtual walk of the street reveals that what looks like a stone wall from The Paseo is 
actually the back of two buildings built around the same time.  One housing the Water Department and the other the Street De-
partment.         Pictures of the building - https://www.flickr.com/groups/1787720@N20/ 
Link to history—http://www.vintagekansascity.com/places/workhouse.html 

mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:marylynn@mstafford.net
mailto:iwritecozies@gmail.com
mailto:rosscarnes@hotmail.com
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SGWL Board 
President 
Janet Kilgore,  
512-3317204 
janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com  
 
 

Vice President 
Program Coordinator 
Joan Hall 
512-869-1833 
JMUHall@aol.com 

 

 
 
 

Corresponding Secretary  
and Historian 
William (Bill) Russeth 
512-868-0062 
williehowie2002@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
Kayla Marnach 
512-608-2289 
kjwmtellsw@austin rr.com 
 

Membership dues $25.00 
Carol Menchu 
181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown TX  78628 
 

Member at Large 
Dave Ciambrone 
512-864-9373 
mysterywriter5@msn.com 
 

Newsletter  
Carol Menchu, editor 
181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown TX 78628 
254-493-6224 
thirdgate@aol.com 
 
 
 
 

Writers’ Liaison 
Joan Hall 
512-869-1833 
JMUHall@aol.com 

 

 Website  
Jamie Roton 
pugstory@aol.com 

 

Marjorie Anderson 
Www.challenge4teens.com 
 

Anna M. Bell 
Website: http://www.annamaebell.com 
Author Blog: http://
annbell.wordpress.com/ 
Educational Technology Blog: http://
annamaebell.wordpress.com/ 
   

Ross Carnes 
http://webstarts.com/
RHCarnesStoryTeller 
 

David Ciambrone 
www.davidciambrone.com 
 
 
 

Gary Clark 
www.clarkliterary.com 
 

Mary Fenoglio   
 www.eggsinmypocket.com 
 

Joan Hall:  
www.JoanUptonHall.com 
 

Linda B. Johnson 
www.lindabatenjohnson.com 
 

Linda Lipscomb: 
www.lblipscomb.com  
 

Jason Minor: 
www.jason-minor.com 

 

Member websites 
 

Joy Nord: 
www.GlyndaJoyNord.com  
  

Jamie Roton aka Lillian Grey  blog 
http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/ 
 

Sylvia Dickey Smith: 
www.sylviadickeysmith.com 
 

Jane Thompson 
www.bipolarhandbook.com 
   

SGWL website:  
www.sgwl.net  

 

Promote your book 
 

with an AD in The Gabriel Writer 
$5.00 for 1 issue, $10.00 for 2 issues payable to SGWL. 

 

 

Promote yourself  
 

with an ARTICLE/STORY/POEM 
 in The Gabriel Writer 

 

IMPORTANT:  to figure out how your submission will fit use  
Columns are 3 and 1/4 inches wide. 

 

If you have illustration, send it and I will try to use it 

 

Send to SGWL Submission 
181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown Tx 78633 

Or 
Thirdgate@aol.com 

 

Support SGWL 
by 

keeping your dues 
up-to-date 

 
Dues help SGWL to 

 
Publish the newsletter 

Give Stipends to speakers 
Provide seed money for work-

shops 
 

mailto:janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
mailto:shnard@suddenlink.net
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
http://www.annamaebell.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://www.davidciambrone.com/
http://www.lindabatenjohnson.com/
http://www.lblipscomb.com/
http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/
http://www.sylviadickeysmith.com/
http://www.sgwl.net/
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Interesting New Tool for Self-Published Authors 

 
I came across this new resource for writers from a company called Vook. It looks like a fascinating tool for self
-published authors, allowing authors to track book sales that are reported through most of the major players 
in the ebook and POD business–Amazon, Amazon KDP, iBooks, Barnes & Noble, Nook Press, Kobo Writing 
Life, CreateSpace, Smashwords, Google, and Samsung. 

 
The idea is that you can get more information and data more quickly so you can make more informed deci-
sions about your writing, business and marketing plans. Right now they are allowing authors to track up to 10 
books for free. 

You can check it out at vook.com. 

I talked to the Matt Cavnar, one of Vook’s co-founders, and they plan to offer new tools in the future that will 
allow traditionally published authors to access information about their books from publicly available sources. 
But for now, it’s strictly for authors who control their own retailer accounts 
 

Brian Klems’ The Writer’s Dig blog, WritersDigest.com 

    181 Young Ranch Road          
    Georgetown TX  78628 

 

http://vook.com/

