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Jane Myers Perrine 
      I write to get away from it all: from clutter and dirty ovens and a craving for 
chocolate. Yes, writing helps but when I’m through the oven is still dirty and the 
clutter still covers most flat surfaces. Of course, chocolate always tempts. 

 

 Obviously aware of my creative bent, my third grade teacher told me I was 
going to be a writer. Sadly, she told me that shortly before she discovered what 
she thought was a picture of a donkey was really of a cow. The latter probably 
suggests that her assessment my creative genius was flaw. 

 

 Somewhere between third grade and the year 1999, life stepped in before 
I got around to writing anything publishable. I graduated from Kansas State Uni-
versity with a double major of Spanish and English. I married George—the best 

decision of my life—and earned two master’s de-
grees while teaching high school Spanish. During 
those years, I followed George, a minister, from 
church to church, ending up in the beautiful hill 
country of Texas where we share our lives with 
two spoiled cats: sweet Miss Maggie and Scoot-
er, the incredible Super Cat. 

 

 As well as teaching, I’ve also been a voca-
tional counselor in a state hospital, a program 
director for adults with mental retardation, a 
minister, a cook, and a rifle instructor.  

 

 Presently I’m writing a three-book series 
about Butternut Creek, a fictional town in—yes–
the beautiful hill country of Texas. 

 

 I started my writing career with stories in Woman’s World and in the Hou-
ston Chronicle. Three books were published by Avalon Books, then four by 
Steeple Hill Love Inspired. Now I’m happily ensconced with FaithWords, a divi-
sion of Hachette Book Group. 
 

 I love hearing from friends and fans. Please drop me a note.     
jane@janemyersperrine.com 

 

Novels—From Avalon:  The Mad Herringtons, Persy and the Prince, Miss Prim, 
From Steeple Hill Love Inspired:  The Path to Love, Love’s Healing Touch, Deep in the 
Heart, Second Chance Bride 
From FaithWords, A Division of Hachette Book Group:  The Welcome Committee of 
Butternut Creek– April, 2012;   The Matchmakers Butternut Creek, November, 
2012;  The Wedding Planners of Butternut Creek, Novmber 5, 2013 

mailto:jane@janemyersperrine.com
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The Journey: 
 A thunderhead roiled, towering into the air, blotting 
out the sun and blue sky. The breath of the storm brushed 
my face, hot and moist. At first it tasted acrid, bitter on the 
roof of the mouth and smelled of gasoline and tar from the 
pavement. The gale that followed was fresh, but chilled to 
the bone. I turned away, raindrops splattering against my 
back, and I stepped into the house from the patio. 
 “Are you still going?” Jan asked.  
 I shrugged and answered, “I guess so. Ross said he 
was in.” 
 She came up behind me, her warm hand on my shoul-
der. “Be careful.” 
 “Right” 
 The rain pounded on the roof of the car. I35 slowed to 
a crawl and rain washed over the road in waves. With luck 
I caught green lights, gaining time. At least I would not be 
late. The car lights caught Ross patiently waiting under the 
carport of his apartments. He waved and gingerly stepped 
off the curb as I rolled up. He opened the door and slid into 
the front seat with a quiet groan. His twisted fingers strug-
gled with the seat belt. When it snapped into place, he 
leaned back and expelled a sigh of relief.  
 “How are you doing?” I asked. 
 “Ah, okay I guess. I am off the steroids again.” 
 “Yeah.” I nodded. “Are you ready for this?” 
 “I took meds to put out the fire in my hip” A sheepish 
grin crawled across his face. “I’m high as a kite.” 
 “All right,” I said, “let’s do this.” And pressed the ac-
celerator hard, squealing the tires. 
  “We should still get to the SGWL meeting early.” 

The Call to Order:  
Our president, Janet Kilgore, called the meeting to order at 
7:05 PM 

The Treasurer’s Report: 
The SGWL has approximately $2502.55 in the treasury.  

The Visitors: 
Visitors included Brian Kilgore and Pamela Kennedy. 
 
 

The Old Business: 
Several members participated in the Hilltop Market Fair to 
sell their books and promote the SGWL. They were the 

first to use our new canopy and signage.  Traffic was 
disappointing and participants spent much time securing 
the structure from blowing away despite 8-15lb barbell 
weights provided to keep it in place.  

The New Business: 
Not to be discouraged by the Hilltop Market Fair, we are 
scheduled to participate in the Round Rock Chalk Walk in 
October, which promises to be a much larger venue with 
thousands of prospects.  
 Janet Kilgore urged members to consider joining the 
Writer’s League of Texas. Members gain access to their 
newsletter reaching over 3,000 members, workshop deals, 
and a myriad of web resources. 
 Now is the time to start thinking of new officers for 
2015. Nominations will be accepted in September. 

The Program:  Dunbar (DC) Campbell  
His earliest writing skills were honed in danger when, as a 
student activist growing up on the turbulent Caribbean is-
land of Grenada, he wrote for and distributed banned news-
papers in support of a revolutionary movement. When the 
Grenada secret police brutally crushed the organization in 
1974, Campbell migrated to the United States and enlisted 
with a new band of brothers, the U.S. Marines. Today, 
Campbell channels his energy into writing about the dan-
gers, conflicts, and intrigues that shaped his life.  
 
Special Note: At the July meeting a comment was made 
about older renditions of the minutes being more literary so 
I tried to increase the interest level of the document by 
providing an intriguing introduction. 
 

Respectfully submitted by  
Bill Russeth, secretary 

     
 

  

  

September  

October  

November  

December Christmas Party 

July 2014 Minutes 

Upcoming Meetings 
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By Janet Kilgore  President’s Words    

I was so glad we had a good turnout to hear D. C. 
Campbell's presentation at the July meeting, in spite 
of the Wrath of God Weather Event that rolled in 
about meeting time. D. C. talked about his youth in 
Grenada and the fascinating novel he's written about 
it.  
 
I'll be in Alpine at the Writers League of Texas' writ-
ers' retreat the first week in August, but Joan Hall 

will fill in for me. She'll have information and a sign-
up sheet for our next book signing opportunity at 
the Sun City Book and Food Fair. Our speaker in Au-
gust will be Jane Myers Perrine who will discuss ro-
mance  
writing, always a sizzling topic. I look forward to 
hearing all about it when I get home. 
 

Janet Kilgore, President 

Without an Editor .  .  . 
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If my supervisor says, “No” to my request for a raise 
in salary then I’m standing up and walking out the 
door. He’ll wonder if I’m leaving this company and 
accepting that job offer from Acme Fertilizer, Ltd., or 
am I meekly returning to my cubicle and pressing on-
ward as before and finishing the details on the Para-
mount Mountain account. Actually, I’ll do neither. I’m 
going to the railroad station and catching the West-
ern Flyer to Miami. I’ll lie around on the beach, sip 
exotic cocktails, lecher after the bikini-clad babes 
strolling by, and patiently wait for his telephone call. 
He knows that only I know about the $250,000 kick-
back he got under the table from that outfit in Abu 
Dhabi. I have a copy of the contract in my safety-
deposit box. 

A couple of days later, at sundown I was sip-
ping a rum-based cocktail dubbed “Hurricane” on the 
hotel’s patio, watching the passing scene. Before I 
was aware, she stood before me and asked, “May I sit 

at your table? All the others 
seem to be occupied.” 
Startled at the lovely vision 
before me, I stood and 
stumbled, “Yes. Of course. 
Please share my table.” I 
pulled out the vacant chair, 
smiled my best, and indicat-
ed for her to be seated. 
She glided into the chair, 
flashing her long and shape-
ly leg, and gave me that 
large “thank you” smile. “I’m 
Dagmar Seville from Reno. 

The next round will be my pleasure. What are you 
drinking? I prefer the Manhattan with Wild Turkey 
bourbon.” 

Not yet fully recovered, I stumbled. “A Hurri-
cane, please.” I’ve seen lots of beautiful women in my 
days, but Dagmar was near the top in feminine pul-
chritude. She was tall and willowy, with golden-
tanned skin and a mane of sun-streaked auburn hair. 
Her mouth was large and sensitively carved with a 
dangerous smile. She had a curvy figure in a clinging 
white dress, slit high and tailored to fit very tight. She 

flashed her wide and crystal-clear green eyes, and she 
toyed with a gold chain hanging between her gener-
ous breasts.  

I responded “I’m Cody McCollum from Fort 
Worth.” 

“How nice to meet you, Cody.” She leaned for-
ward, exposing more of her bra-less bosom than she 
ought, “Just Dagmar, please.” 

The waiter brought our drinks and she sug-
gested we toast to our new friendship. “Cody, do you 
know that fellow at the bar? He keeps staring at me.” 

I turned around, spotted the fellow, and con-
cluded I did not know him. “Don’t know him. He’s 
probably having a vicarious experience by lechering 
after you” 

“Perhaps.” She replied. 
We clicked glasses and I took a long and deep 

swig of the Hurricane. 
I vaguely remember the flashing red lights and 

the screaming horn and a couple of fellows doing 
things to me. I do not know how long it was but the 
next I remember was the fellow standing in the fog 
next to my bed. “Mister McCollum, I’m Doctor Gil Mil-
ler and this man is Detective Sergeant Joseph Foxwor-
thy from homicide. Can you hear me clearly?” 

Befuddled, I nodded my head positively. 
“You’ve been poisoned with a substance 

we’ve not yet determined. Until we get a toxicology 
report, we can’t administer an antidote. Unfortunate-
ly, your vital signs are deteriorating rapidly and, to be 
perfectly honest, I doubt that we can save you. Do 
you understand me?” 

“Yes.” 
“Who should we notify? 
“Dagmar.” 
“Who is Dagmar? asked Sergeant Foxworthy. 
“The Hurricane.” 
Foxworthy said, “Next to your bed is a court 

reporter. Do you understand that you are dying?” 
“It can’t be.” 
“Tell us exactly what happened so the report-

er can record your death-bed statement.” 
 
 

Dagmar By Martin Shelton  
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Dave Ciambrone . . . Killer Nashvlle Mystery Conference . . . Mystery Writing      

   Even more than writing in other genres, 
mystery writing tends to follow standard rules. This 
is because readers of mysteries seek a particular ex-
perience: they want the intellectual challenge of solv-
ing the crime before the detective does, and the 
pleasure of knowing that everything will come to-
gether in the end. Of course, the best way of testing 
the mystery writing rules that follow is to read widely 
in the genre. See how others use them or how and 
when they get away with breaking them. Do you fol-
low these rules, or are there others you'd like to 
share with your fellow mystery writers? 

 

1. In mystery writing, plot is everything. 
"Mature man with pipe looking through magnifying 
glass, profile" 
Because readers are playing a kind of game when 
they come first, above everything else. Make sure 
each plot point is plausible, and keep the action mov-
ing. Don't get bogged down in back-story or go off on 
tangents. 
 

2. Introduce both the detective and the culprit early 
on. 

As the main character, your detective must obviously 
appear early in the book. As for the culprit, your read-
er will feel cheated if the antagonist, or villain, enters 
too late in the book to be a viable suspect in their 
minds. 
 

3. Introduce the crime within the first three chapters 
of your novel. 

The crime and the ensuing questions are what hook 
your reader. As with any fiction, you want to do that 
as soon as possible. 
 

4. The crime should be sufficiently violent -- prefera-
bly a murder. 

For many readers, only murder really justifies the 
effort of reading a 300-page book while suitably 
testing your detective's powers. However, also note 
that some types of violence are still taboo including 
rape, child molestation, and cruelty to animals. 

 

5. The crime should be believable. 
While the details of the murder -- how, where, and 
why it's done, as well as how the crime is discovered -

- are your main opportunities to introduce variety, 
make sure the crime is plausible. Your reader will feel 
cheated if the crime is not something that could really 
happen. 
 

6. The detective should solve the case using only ra-
tional and scientific methods. 

Consider this part of the oath written by G.K. Chester-
ton for the British Detection Club: "Do you promise 
that your detectives shall well and truly detect the 
crimes presented to them using those wits which it 
may please you to bestow on them and not placing 
reliance on nor making use of Divine Revelation, Fem-
inine Intuition, Mumbo Jumbo, Jiggery-Pokery, Coinci-
dence, or Act of God?" 
 

7. The culprit must be capable of committing the 
crime. 

Your reader must believe your villain's motivation and 
the villain must be capable of the crime, both physi-
cally and emotionally. 
 

8. In mystery writing, don't try to fool your reader. 
Again, it takes the fun out. Don't use improbable dis-
guises, twins, accidental solutions, or supernatural 
solutions. The detective should not commit the crime. 
All clues should be revealed to the reader as the de-
tective finds them. 

9. Do your research. 
"Readers have to feel you know what you're talking 
about," says author Margaret Murphy. She has a 
good relationship with the police in her area, and has 
spent time with the police forensic team. Get all es-
sential details right. Mystery readers will have read a 
lot of books like yours; regard them as a pretty savvy 
bunch. 
 

10. Wait as long as possible to reveal the culprit.  
They're reading to find out, or figure out, whodunit. If 
you answer this too early in the book, the reader will 
have no reason to continue reading. 
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Special Interest Groups 

Last Writes Critique Group—Full right now, welcomes a 

Waiting List   Meets (usually) at 7 PM, 2nd & 4th Wed. each 
month, at Oaks at Wildwood Clubhouse. Novels in progress, var-
ied genres. Membership currently full. Contact: Jmu-
Hall@aol.com 
 

Novel Crafters is Full right now, welcomes a Waiting List     

Meets every other Thursday on the second floor of the 
Georgetown Library in a private room.  Contact is Mary Stafford 
at marylynn@mstafford.net 

 

Quixotic Quills critique group represents varied interests. Our 

group writes historical novels, short stories and memoirs. 
Meetings are usually on the second and fourth Thursday of each 
month unless we reschedule because of holidays. We meet at 
7:00 p.m. at the Monument Café.  Contact is Sharon Lyle, 512-
639-1162, iwritecozies@gmail.com.  Currently, we are full.  
 

Bard Masters Critique Group The focus of the critique 

group is historical fiction and fantasy. Meeting Tuesdays, 6:00 
PM at the Georgetown Library.  Currently open to a new mem-
ber with a serious work in progress.  Contact:  Ross Carnes 
rosscarnes@hotmail.com 

 

Tale Spinners, return with us to the days of yesteryear where 

we put some novel twists on old stories.  Historical fiction’s the 
name, publication’s the fame.  Join us now with your work in 
progress.  We have an opening for one new member.  We meet 
on alternate Mondays at 2:30 in the Georgetown Library.  Con-
tact Randall Best at R_best@yahoo.com 

 

The Coroners, is open to 2 new members. They meet 

Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. in the stacks at the Georgetown Li-
brary.  Contact Dave Ciambrone, mysterywriter5@msn.com 
 

                                     $18.75 
Cover by Inga Nielson, Hamburg, Germany 

mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:marylynn@mstafford.net
mailto:iwritecozies@gmail.com
mailto:rosscarnes@hotmail.com
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SGWL Board 
President 

Janet Kilgore,  

512-3317204 

janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com  
 

Vice President 

Program Coordinator 

Joan Hall 

512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 

 

Corresponding Secretary  

and Historian 

William (Bill) Russeth 

512-868-0062 

williehowie2002@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 

Kayla Marnach 

512-608-2289 

kjwmtellsw@gmail.com 
 

Membership dues $25.00 

Carol Menchu 

181 Young Ranch Rd 

Georgetown TX  78628 
 

Member at Large 

Dave Ciambrone 

512-864-9373 

mysterywriter5@msn.com 
 

Newsletter  

Carol Menchu, editor 

181 Young Ranch Rd 

Georgetown TX 78628 

254-493-6224 

thirdgate@aol.com 
 

Writers’ Liaison 

Joan Hall 

512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 

 

 Website  

Jamie Roton 

pugstory@aol.com 

 

Marjorie Anderson 
Www.challenge4teens.com 
 

Anna M. Bell 
Website: http://www.annamaebell.com 
Author Blog: http://
annbell.wordpress.com/ 
Educational Technology Blog: http://
annamaebell.wordpress.com/ 
   

Ross Carnes 
http://webstarts.com/
RHCarnesStoryTeller 
 

David Ciambrone 
www.davidciambrone.com 
 
 
 

Gary Clark 
www.clarkliterary.com 
 

Mary Fenoglio   
 www.eggsinmypocket.com 
 

Joan Hall:  
www.JoanUptonHall.com 
 

Linda B. Johnson 
www.lindabatenjohnson.com 
 

Linda Lipscomb: 
www.lblipscomb.com  
 

Jason Minor: 
www.jason-minor.com 

 

Member websites 
 

Joy Nord: 
www.GlyndaJoyNord.com  
  

Jamie Roton aka Lillian Grey  blog 
http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/ 
 

Sylvia Dickey Smith: 
www.sylviadickeysmith.com 
 

Jane Thompson 
www.bipolarhandbook.com 
   

SGWL website:  
www.sgwl.net  

 

Promote your book 
 

with an AD in The Gabriel Writer 

$5.00 for 1 issue, $10.00 for 2 issues payable to SGWL. 

 

 

Promote yourself  
 

with an ARTICLE/STORY/POEM 

 in The Gabriel Writer 

 

IMPORTANT:  to figure out how your submission will fit use  

Columns are 3 and 1/4 inches wide. 

 

If you have illustration, send it and I will try to use it 

 

Send to SGWL Submission 

181 Young Ranch Rd 

Georgetown Tx 78633 

Or 

Thirdgate@aol.com 

 

Support SGWL 

by 

keeping your dues 

up-to-date 

 

Dues help SGWL to 

 

mailto:janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
mailto:shnard@suddenlink.net
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
http://www.annamaebell.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://www.davidciambrone.com/
http://www.lindabatenjohnson.com/
http://www.lblipscomb.com/
http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/
http://www.sylviadickeysmith.com/
http://www.sgwl.net/
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    181 Young Ranch Road          

    Georgetown TX  78628 

 

  

 


