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By Kayla J. W. Marnach - Young Dreams Come True  
 

Once again SGWL is privileged to be a part of a program joining generations of writers.   
 

 For four years the Hill Country Book Festival published has published young writers in 

an anthology. They have been true to their mission statement, “Building Generations of Writ-

ers.”  
 

 March 7th HCBF will bring their young published writers to rub shoulders with the 

SGWL veterans and newbies, and have the privilege to experience these young authors’ ex-
citement as they hold their first (and in some cases second, or third) book and autograph one 

another’s stories.  The enthusiasm is sure to be high and catching. Remember your excite-
ment and how you wanted everyone to read your story? 
  

 Please bring your books, so these young writers can see your published works. Their 
book will be available for purchase at the meeting for $8.00. 
 

 If you’d like to sell some of your books, that will be fine, too. Who knows, what 
you share may inspire parents or students to buy your book. But remember this is 
about the students and developing 
their talent, demonstrating what a 
writer’s life is all about. 
 

 The monthly program will rec-
ognize the winners of the competition, 
hand out a one year honorary member-
ship to SGWL to each participant, 
which allows them to attend meetings 
and participate in our group and news-
letter, and some students reading a 
portion of their story. Then the floor will 
be opened for them to ask questions of 
us, the old sage ones, who have trav-
eled this path of writing and being pub-
lished.  
 

 You, as a part of SGWL, have an incredible opportunity and responsibility 
this month to share your wisdom, ways you’ve succeeded and also ways you’ve 

failed, but kept going, believing in yourself as a writer. Now is the time to “pay it for-
ward.” If you have a process for building your stories or articles, bring copies and 
share them. We want these young authors to leave so enthused they’ll be back to 
our next meeting. 
 

 March’s SGWL meeting is sure to be a fun and exciting time as we share in genera-

tions coming together for the common goal of putting words to paper, sharing our heart and 

thoughts with others. 

 
Your DUES you pay help SGWL give member discounts for workshops and other special 

events; participate in Red Poppy Days; pay stipends to special speakers and many other 

things.  So . . .  

Pay your Dues — Attend the meetings 

Be MORE than just a name on the list 
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Meeting called to order 7:00 PM 

 

Minutes Accepted 
 

Discussion ensued regarding ways to motivate members to pay 
their dues. 
 

Visitors were introduced 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  $2482.47 is in our account. New depos-

its: $580.51 

Old Business: 
Dave Giambrone reported on the upcoming “Writer’s College”, 

Sept. 2013. The agenda and curriculum is in place with the 

addition of a “Children’s Books” genre. Cooperation with the 
library has been secured. The library will provide administrative 

services, PR, and meeting space. Dave proposed that SGWL 
members, who provide help with the program, would receive 

free admission to the workshop of their choice as payment. 
 
 

Carol Menchu encouraged members to contribute to the 

monthly newsletter and keep current on their membership 
dues. 

New Business: 
Joan Hall and Sylvia Smith proposed organizing a special Satur-

day meeting to aid members in finding critique groups. This 
would include organizing new groups as well as placing people 

in current groups. 
 

Wayne Dawson has secured the volunteer services of a video 

producer and free space in the library to use as a setting for 

recording author interviews. He would seek to distribution the 
videos to Public Access Media and YouTube. He asked mem-

bers to contact him, if they are interested in conducting an in-
terview. 

Program:  

Brooklyn James dazzled us with her insight and charm discuss-

ing ten things integral to the creation of personal stories and 

intimate characters with which readers can connect. 

 Respectfully submitted  

William Russeth, Secretary 

 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
  

April Jeanell Bolton and Carol Menchu “Iz That How Ya Read Poe-try ? ? ?” 

May Captain Roland Waitf of the Georgetown Police Department “Getting the facts straight when writing 

about police activities” 

June Walter Coffee (author)  “Writing Historicals: Fact and Fiction 

July tba 

  

February 2013 Minutes 

 
 

Ross Carnes has moved 
2101 Railroad St # 3213 
Georgetown Tx  78626 
 

New #  512.863.8076 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRDGATE@AOL.COM 
Deadline is  

  ONE WEEK  

after a meeting. 
Contributions are published in the order I receive them.   

Excess is carried over until the next month where they are at head of the procession. 
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By Janet Kilgore  President’s Words    

 If you missed last month's meeting, you missed a 
good one! The incomparably charming and buff 
Brooklyn James shared her experiences and enthusi-
asm for the craft with us. Our March meeting will be 
a change of pace, a chance for all of  
us to have an impact on young writers. We will pre-
sent the winners of the Hill Country Book Festival 
Student Writing Contest. 
 

 In our youth, writing usually wasn't on the radar 
as a future vocation. I had never even met a writer 
until I joined SGWL. These young writers are well on 
the way to being future bestselling authors and to 
making a contribution to the world as they make 

their marks. We have the opportunity to encourage 
them--and  
their parents--in ways not available to most of us way 
back when. 
 

 They will amaze us with brief readings from their 
work and challenge us with questions about writing. 
Please come and encourage the next generation of 
writers.  
 

 See you there! 

 Compiled by Ann Bell . . . State of Texas Sales Tax 

Amt Reported and  

Paid in Preceding  

Fiscal Year 

 

$10,000—$49.999 

 

$50,000—$99,000 

 

$100,000 or more 

Reporting Method(s) 
(any one of the methods can 

be used) 

 

 + Electronic Data Interchange  
    (EDI 
 

+ Paper report 

+ Electronic Data Interchange  
    (EDI 

+ Electronic Data Interchange  
    (EDI 

Payment Method(s) 
(any one of the methods can 

be used) 

 

 

+ Electronic Data Interchange  

    (EDI 
 

+ Web Electronic Funds 

    Transfer (EFT) via Webfile 

 

+ Credit Card via WebFile 

    American Express, Dis-
cover,   

    and MasterCard 
 

+ TEXNET 

+ Electronic Data Interchange  

    (EDI 
 

+ Web Electronic Funds 

    Transfer (EFT) via Webfile 

 

+ Credit Card via WebFile 

    American Express, Discover,   
    and MasterCard 
 

+ TEXNET 

+ Electronic Data Interchange  

    (EDI 
 

+ TEXNET 

Local Sales Tax:   The current total local sales tax rate in Georgetown TX is 8.25% 

Zip Codes for Georgetown TX :      78626, 78627, 78628, 78633 

Texas Sales Tax Rates by City: Can be found at http://www.sale-tax.com/Texas 

Filing and Paying Electronically?   Go to Sales & Use Tax  http://www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/sales/ 

Texas Sales Tax  

Direct Pay Filing Requirements 

If, in the preceding fiscal year, you paid: 

 Less than $10,000—You may use any available reporting and payment  

  methods available for this tax or fee.   While electronic filing is not  

  required, this option is encouraged. 

 

 $10,000 or more— Please use the guidelines below to determine your  

  specific reporting and payment requirements. 

Filing Requirements 

The State fiscal year begins September 1 and ends on August 31 
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WOW Book Review . . . from Jane Thompson 

. . . by an anonymous reader: 
 

“After my girlfriend, whom we will call Elle, had her first full-

blown manic episode, I began to read several books on bipolar 
disorder. These included books on medications and the use of 

ECT (electroconvulsive therapy), which Elle received after being 
involuntarily committed by her parents. In her manic states, 

typically after several days with little or no sleep, she would of-

ten end up getting arrested, thrown into jail—and, when the 
police realized her state, put in a mental hospital. 

 

 “Given my relationship with a woman experiencing the dis-

order, Jane Thompsonʼs Reboot: A Novel of Bipolar Disorder 
resonated quite strongly with me. Thompsonʼs book offers a 

fictional but true-to-life account, with her writing clearly based 

on her own struggle with the illness. 
 

 “What struck me most is how Thompson reveals, in detail, 

the importance of what took me years to learn: that, due to the 
very nature of bipolar disorder, the person who is bipolar does 

not recognize this and may often forget or highly distort what 
happens in their manic state. In their euphoria they may imag-

ine and remember, quite incorrectly, that everything was oh-so-

wonderful, which is often quite far from the case. Particularly 
for an adult with bipolar disorder, recognizing the illness is a key 

step in the possibility of regaining stability and mental health. 
Without this recognition, an adult with bipolar disorder may quit 

taking medication, not prepare for the next manic episode, or 

put themselves and others at risk. 
 

 “In the beginning, we find this lack of recognition in Marie, 

the protagonist suffering from the disorder and whose story 
parallels the authorʼs (and my girlfriendʼs). Marie misses ap-

pointments, remembers meetings cancelled when in fact, they 
had not been, and loses friends who seem standoffish to her. 

Before her treatment, she only dimly understands why her ac-

tions are irrational, rude, or possibly hypersexual.  

 

 “What makes Thompsonʼs book so fascinating and hopeful 

is the contrast between Mariaʼs lack of understanding before 
she realizes that she is bipolar and her later recognition of what 

was more likely going on when she finds a medication that 
works for her. 
 

 ““Reboot” details another important facet of bipolar disor-
der. While it is defined as a psychiatric mood disorder with dis-

ruptive mood swings, characterized by one or more episodes of 

abnormally high energy levels, accompanied by racing thoughts 
and euphoria, with or without depressive episodes, no one truly 

knows what causes it and what can stop it. Treatment and 
medication are thus experimental. In the book, Marie takes sev-

eral different medications with no apparent effect. After report-

ing this to her physicians, she is told that the medications will 
eventually work, or that she doesnʼt realize that they are indeed 

working. 
 

 “Thompsonʼs novel also correctly illustrates the dangerous 

side-effects of these medications. Marie is advised to take 
Haloperidol, which could lead to tardive dyskinesia, i.e., involun-

tary repetitive body movements, and is told incorrectly that she 

is not old enough to develop the symptoms. My own reading of 
the dangers of such medications had me worry when my girl-

friend Elle, at about the same age, temporarily developed a ha-
bitual puckering and pursing of her lips after taking the many 

medications, including Haloperidol, that she was prescribed. For 

both Marie, in the novel, and Elle, in my own life, therapy is trial 
and error. One hopes to find a treatment or medication that 

works. 
 

 “Without giving away the bookʼs lovely ending: Marie finally 

finds a drug that works for her. As her moods stabilize, so does 
her life. She gets a significant raise at her job of several years, 

makes friends, and begins to enjoy going out. She starts to feel 

appreciated for who she is, and is happy. 

 

 “I wiped tears from my eyes and broke out laughing sev-

eral times as I read “Reboot.” For those of us who are close to 
someone suffering from bipolar disorder, this book means a lot.  

 

Reboot: A Novel of Bipolar Disorder 
CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, June, 2012 

Paperback, 264 pages 
$15  

 

Psych Central's Recommendation: Worth Your Time! +++” 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Editor’s note:  Jane told me about 
finding this review of her book and how 
surprising it was.  I told her it is a 

“must share” and I am so glad she has. 

 

 

 

 

Georgetown  

West Texas Writing Opportunity from g.dromgoole@suddenlink.com 

Glenn Dromgoole of Abilene. He is publishing an anthology of 

Christmas stories from West Texas authors or about West 
Texas. He only wants about 10 more and wanted to know if we 

would be interested. His follow-up letter is below. He was editor 
of the Abilene paper, does a book festival in Abilene in Sept. and 

has written several books of his own. 
 

 He sounds very personable, and if you have questions, 

please email him. He was very pleased when I told him our 

group writes a Christmas story each every year. He and his wife 
run the Texas Star Trading Post which is a Texas book and gift 

shop. We will retain all our rights.  

 

 If you are interested, contact him soon.

http://psychcentral.com/disorders/sx9.htm
http://psychcentral.com/disorders/bipolar/
http://psychcentral.com/drugs/
http://psychcentral.com/psychotherapy/
http://psychcentral.com/disorders/sleep/
http://psychcentral.com/disorders/depression/
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From Joan Hall  . . . Looking for a Critique Group ? 

 At our meeting Thursday evening, some of you voiced a 

request to form another critique group or two. 

 

 If you are interested, please contact us. We will try to 

match you up with a group after we see what is needed. 
 

 Name 

 

 Times/days you could meet 

 

 Kind of writing you do 

 

 Anything else pertinent 

 

     

"An author is a fool who, not content with bor-

ing those he lives with, insists on boring future      

generations.”   

Sisters in Crime Heart of Texas Chapter is pleased to  

announce the 2013 Ninth Annual Barbara Burnett Smith Aspir-
ing Writers Project  

 

 Aspiring Writers of Mysteries, Cozies, Suspense, Thrillers 
and True Crime are invited to submit a one-page synopsis and 

the first 500 words of an unpublished manuscript to the 2013 
Ninth Annual Barbara Burnett Smith Aspiring Writers Project.  
 

 Aspiring Mystery Writers that are selected will each be 
matched with a published Mentor Author for one-on-one ses-

sions, and recognition at the Barbara Burnett Smith Aspiring 

Writers Event on May 19, 2013. This is not a contest – there 

is no judging and no fee. It is a wonderful opportunity for writers 
unpublished in the mystery field to get to talk with and be men-

tored by published authors.  
 

Full details about the March 31, 2013, deadline sub-
mission can be found at http://www.hotxsinc.org. 

 
For more information, please e-mail 

hotxsinc@yahoo.com  

Send your message to  

Joan Hall: jmuhall@aol.com AND Sylvia Smith sds@suddenlink.net 

Here's a great opportunity for some of you who have been looking for writing/editing help. As one of the mentoring au-
thors over the past several years, I can tell you this is a great opportunity for some one-on-one help. It costs you nothing, 

From Joan Hall  . . . Looking for Writing/Editing help ? 

 

Join the 
 

Texas Mountain Trail Writers  
of Alpine and Fort Davis 

 

22nd Spring Retreat--April 12, 13, 14, 2013 
 

We know how to do it so you will love it! 
 

We welcome you to the 22nd annual Writers Retreat in the 

Davis Mountains of West Texas. 
 

Presenters are well-known published authors, including 

Southwestern history, poetry, folklore, traditional & epublishing, 
blogging, and marketing. 

 
 

Comfortable, rustic rooms at Mountain Trail Lodge 
between Fort Davis and Alpine 

www.dmectexas.org Check out the beauty and comfort. 
 

Menus are excellent; authors are experienced and approach-

able. The mountain scenery is awesome. McDonald Observa-
tory is nearby. 

 

Mark April 12, 13, 14, 2013 on your calendar. 
More details to whet your appetite will follow soon. 

Contact Janith Stephenson 432-837-2189 
janiths@sbcglobal.net for registration or questions. 

April is for Writing——Texas Mountain Trail Writers 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1118.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1118.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1118.html
http://www.hotxsinc.org.th/
mailto:jmuhall@aol.com
mailto:sds@suddenlink.net
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Charlie ©  By S Martin Shelton  

Northeast Texas Writers’ Organization (NETWO) announces Spring Roundup 
27th Annual Spring Writers' Roundup 

April 26 & 27, 2013 at the Mt. Pleasant Civic Center, Mt. Pleasant, Texas 

 

An  Outstanding Faculty—carefully selected profes-

sionals who share their knowledge 
 

New York Agent Doug Grad, founder of The Doug Grad 

Literary Agency West Coast Agent Jill Marr, from Sandra 

Dijkstra Literary Agency 
Tanya Hall, COO of Greenleaf Book Group 
 

Jonas Koffler, Manager of Client Brand Strategy at 

Greenleaf Book Group 
 

Bestseller Colleen Hoover,  her first two novels 

made the New York Times Bestseller list, and both are 

currently under option for movies 

 

Earl Staggs, two-time winner of the Derringer Award 
 

Joe McKinney, nominated for the Bram Stoker Award; for-

mer homicide detective 

 

A Great Program—designed to teach , inspire, moti-

vate, & provide access to those you need to know 
 

>>  Two (2) dynamic workshops with expert teachers/ 

 writers on writing and selling in today’s market 
 

>>  one-on-one interviews with agents and publisher  

 representatives 
 

>> presentations on both fiction and non-fiction 
 

>>  Plus an opportunity to network with writers, agents  

 and publishers. 

 

>>  Lunch is included—more time to meet with  

 speakers and other authors 

 

Charlie’s limp was pronounced.  The clack, click, clack, click of 

his steel cane on the cobblestone street held me in stupefying 
suspense.  The street was so dark that I could only see a mov-

ing outline coming toward me.  That woman told me to stay 
here, remain still, and let Charlie approach. I was mesmerized.  

The closer he came to me the more intense was my disquiet.  

Damn, I was gripped with apprehension. 
 

The last time I saw Charlie he looked to be sixty-years 

old though I knew he was only forty-two.  It was that ragged, red 
scar on his face that ran from his chin to his forehead, his pre-

mature gray hair, and his perpetual grimace that belied his age.  
He was tall, lanky, and slightly stooped.  However, what I re-

member most were his jet-black, widely spaced eyes that spoke 

of evil incarnate. 
 

The racket stopped.  Charlie was standing right in front 

of me.  Without provocation, he thrust his right hand directly 
toward me.  Reflexively, I grabbed that hand and cried, “Hi Dad.” 

Slipping Sideways by Jeanell Bolton 

 

 I'm still living in the same house, still 
loving the same family, and still working for 

the same company, which the mortgage, the 

pictures on the wall, and my pay stubs indi-
cate I've been doing for years . . . but I have a 

creepy feeling that things have changed a lot 
since that asteroid swooped by us last week.  
 
 
 
 

  

It's weird because, as far as I know, Prince William 
is still married to Duchess Pippa, and Mitt Romney 

is still president of the American Commonwealth. 
Odd, though. When I caught a ride on a hansom 

cab to the vacuum tube transportation station this 

morning, I noticed its see-screen wasn't working 
and I had this flash of memory---didn't we used to 

have a similar device that used electricity rather 
than batteries--tell-vision or something? 

Editor’s note 

 

I’ll not be at the March meeting,  

but that is no excuse for you to  

forget to send me your words for April . . . 

 

 

 In fact —  
 it makes it  
 IMPERATIVE  

 that you  
 Do REMEMBER TO ! ! ! ! 
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By Randy Ingermanson — A Tale of Two Terrors: Novelists and Publishers 
 

Award-winning novelist Randy Ingermanson, "the Snowflake Guy," publishes the Advanced Fiction Writing E-zine, with more than 29,000 read-
ers, every month. If you want to learn the craft and marketing of fiction, AND make your writing more valuable to editors, AND have FUN doing 
it, visit   http://www.AdvancedFictionWriting.com. 

The publishing world is currently going through a massive up-

heaval. My author friends often express the two things they find 
most terrifying this way: 
 

* "What if everybody decides to become a novelist? Then our 
excellent writing will be lost in a sea of lousy books!" 
 

* "What if all the publishers go bankrupt? Then we won't 
have anybody to market our work and we'll all go broke!" 
 

Neither of these scenarios holds any terror for me. The reason 
is because I did the math to see what would happen. The math 

says this: 
 

* The good writers will see a small drop 

in income if "everybody" starts writing, 

but the good writers won't go broke. 
 

* The good writers will see a large 

boost in income if all the publishers go 
bankrupt. 

 

If the math is right, then this is fan-

tastic news -- for good writers. If the 
math is right, then writers with good 
craft can confidently plan for the future, 

secure in the knowledge that their ca-

reers are not going to hell in a handbas-
ket. 
 

But is the math right? Why do I believe the math is right? 
 

The math is based on the well-known fact that free markets 

tend to be horribly unfair. Consumers reward the best products 
by buying loads of them. They punish the worst products by buy-

ing hardly any of them. 
 

An Italian economist named Vilfredo Pareto observed in 1906 

that the wealthiest 20% of the population in Italy owned 80% of 
the property. (This is the famous "80/20 rule.") 
 

Pareto distilled this basic idea into something that mathemati-
cians now call the "Pareto distribution." It's a theoretical de-

scription of how free markets pass out rewards. 
 

The usual Pareto distribution works like this, when we apply it to 

authors: 
 

First, assign every author a rank, starting with #1 for the top 

earner, #2 for the second best earner, and so on. (Amazon 

uses a similar scheme to rank books.) 
 

The Pareto distribution says that the #2 performer earns only 

half as much as the #1 performer. The #3 performer gets only 
one third as much as the #1 performer. It continues like that all 

the way down. 
 

Whoever is in the #1,000,000 slot gets one millionth the re-

ward of the #1 guy. 
 

Let me emphasize that the Pareto distribution is theoretical. 

Real free markets follow it only approximately, not exactly. Even 
so, it's a useful way to estimate how the pie is distributed. 

 

To do the calculation for the world of fiction writing, we need 
to estimate how much revenue is coming through to authors 

and we need to estimate how many authors there are. 
 

These numbers are hard to get exactly, but we'll estimate that 

the global market for English-language fiction is about $10 bil-
lion. That's very roughly the total amount of money that comes 

to traditional publishers in payment for novels published in Eng-

lish. 
 

We'll estimate that after all expenses are paid, 10% of that 

revenue actually flows through to authors. This is a rough esti-
mate, but I doubt the actual percentage is less than 5% or 

more than 20%. 
 

This leaves a total pie of $1 billion to be 

distributed to all novelists who write in 
English. How many of them are there? 

This is also hard to estimate, but let's 

guess there are 100,000. (Amazon US 
lists millions of books. Probably half of 

those are novels. Many novelists have 
written numerous books.) 
 

If there is $1 billion in revenue and there 
are 100,000 novelists, then the average 

revenue per novelist is $10,000 per 

year. 
 

I emphasize that this is an average. It's the amount each novel-

ist would get if the money were divided up evenly. 
 

But as I already said, in a free market, the money is never di-

vided up evenly. That pesky Pareto distribution says that the 
highest-earning authors get most of the money. The lowest-

earning authors get very little. 
 

What does the Pareto distribution predict that the highest-

earning author and the "typical" author will earn? And how 
good do you have to be to earn the average? 
 

The results may shock you. According to the Pareto distribu-
tion: 
 

The #1 author earns $82 million per year.  
 

The #100 author earns $820,000 per year. 
 

The #1000 author earns $82,000 per year. (This writer is in 
the top 1% of all authors.) 
 

The #10,000 author earns $8,200 per year. (This writer is in 
the top 10% of all authors!) 
 

The "typical" author (we'll define this to be the person ranked 
#50,000 out of the 100,000 authors) earns only $1640 per 

year. 
 

The top 20% of the authors take home more than 86% of the 

total revenue.  
 

In order to earn the average income of $10,000 per year, you 

have to be in the top 8% of all authors. 
 

Continued 
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. Continued 
 

Let me say it again. The Pareto distribution is only an approxi-

mation to reality, but it's a pretty good approximation. 
 

It tells us that a very few authors do really well, and most au-

thors do pretty badly. 
 

Let's do a reality check on these numbers. 
 

The highest pay for an author varies from year to year, but in a 

typical year, the top author earns several 

tens of millions of dollars. Occasionally there are reports of an 
author topping $100 million for a year. So our estimate of $82 

million isn't bad. 
 

If you ask a typical midlist author what they're earning, it's gen-

erally a few tens of thousands of dollars per year. They're above. 
our estimate for the annual average of $10k. 
 

If you ask a debut novelist what they're earning for their first 
novel, it's typically in the range of $1k to $10k -- which is under 

our estimate for the annual average.  
 

If you're working with small presses, then your earnings are 

typically less. If you publish a book less often than once per year, 

then your average earnings are less. 
 

So the estimates I've given based on the Pareto distribution are 

reasonable. They're not exact, but they're in the ballpark, which 
is all we can ask of an estimate. 
 

What we're really interested in is how things might change un-
der the two scary scenarios I listed at the start of this article. 

Let's look at each of these in 
turn: 
 

What does the Pareto distribution say will happen if the market 
becomes flooded with hordes of "lousy self-published novels?" 
 

As long as we have a free market for fiction, the best authors 
will still do well.  
 
 

Let's look at a worst case scenario -- suppose that 1 billion 
people on the planet are all self-publishing fiction and they're all 
competing for that same $1 billion in author revenue. 
 

In this scenario, the average author income now becomes $1 
per year, so this does seem catastrophic. But it's not that bad 

for the really good writers. The Pareto distribution tells us 

roughly what to expect: 
 

The #1 author in the world earns $47 million per year.  
 

The #100 author earns $470,000 per year. 
 

The #1000 author earns #47,000 per year. 
 

The top 20% of all authors will earn 92% of all the money. 
 

The moral here is that the really excellent authors will still do 
very well, even if there's a flood of horrible books. 
 

What does the Pareto distribution say will happen if all the pub-
lishers go bankrupt and there's nobody to market our books for 

us? 
 

The fact is that story will always be in fashion because people 

need story. They'll continue buying it from whoever is willing to 
produce it. If all the publishers vanish tomorrow, any author is 

still free to self-publish. There will still be $10 billion worth of 

demand for story. Who will get that $10 billion? 

 

The Pareto distribution again tells us roughly what to expect. 
(We'll assume in this calculation that there are 100,000 au-

thors competing for the money. The results don't change drasti-

cally for the top earners, no matter how many authors are com-
peting.) 
 

The #1 author earns $820 million per year. 
 

The #100 author earns $8.2 million per year. 
 

The #1000 author earns $820,000 per year. (This writer is in 

the top 1% of all authors.) 
 

The #10,000 author earns $82,000 per year. (This writer is in 

the top 10% of all authors) 
 

As you can see, all that happens is that the 90% of the money 

that previously went to publishers and agents is 

now being funneled directly to authors. 
 

That's a catastrophe for the publishers and agents, of course, 

but it's fantastic news for the authors. They're now all earning 
ten times as much as before. 
 

I don't believe that either of these "terrifying" scenarios are 
likely. My main goal here is to help us all plan for our future by 

looking at what might happen in these worst-case scenarios. 
 

If the market were flooded with horrible writing, the best writers 

will still do very well. 
 

If all the publishers disappear, writers will on average do much 

better. 
 

The moral here is to work at your craft and marketing, because 
the top earners are going to be those who excel at craft and 

marketing. The sky is not falling for writers. 
 

The math says to stop worrying and get busy writing.  

 

Marjorie L Anderson shares her financial expertise 

and wisdom with today’s teens and their parents by helping 
them learn to make wise money choices that will impact their 

future in her book 

 

The Key — Wise Money Choices for Teens 
 

  To fully discover how much the material in this book was 

needed, the Author surveyed 100 middle and high school stu-
dents abut a variety of financial topics.  The full survey and find-

ings became the basis for the book.  Every teen household 

should have a copy of this book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     “If you teach your family how to live  

     and how to manage their finances  

     early in life, they will take the knowl 
     edge with them and, in turn, pass it  

     down to their children and their  
     children’s children. 
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Charles de Montesquieu  
(1689 - 1755) 

 

 Charles Louis de Secondat was born 

in Bordeaux, France, in 1689 to a wealthy 
family. Despite his family's wealth, de De-

condat was placed in the care of a poor 

family during his childhood. He later went to 
college and studied science and history, 

eventually becoming a lawyer in the local government. De Sec-
ondat's father died in 1713 and he was placed under the care 

of his uncle, Baron de Montesquieu. The Baron died in 1716 

and left de Secondat his fortune, his office as president of the 
Bordeaux Parliament, and his title of Baron de Montesquieu. 

Later he was a member of the Bordeaux and French Acad-
emies of Science and studied the laws and customs and gov-

ernments of the countries of Europe. He gained fame in 1721 

with his Persian Letters, which criticized the lifestyle and liber-
ties of the wealthy French as well as the church. However, Mon-

tesquieu's book On the Spirit of Laws, published in 1748, was 
his most famous work. It outlined his ideas on how government 

would best work. 
 

 Montesquieu believed that all things were made up of 

rules or laws that never changed. He set out to study these 

laws scientifically with the hope that knowledge of the laws of 
government would reduce the problems of society and improve 

human life. According to Montesquieu, there were three types 
of government: a monarchy (ruled by a king or queen), a repub-

lic (ruled by an elected leader), and a despotism (ruled by a dic-

tator). Montesquieu believed that a government that was 
elected by the people was the best form of government. He did, 

however, believe that the success of a democracy - a govern-
ment in which the people have the power - depended upon 

maintaining the right balance of power. 
 

 Montesquieu argued that the best government would be 

one in which power was balanced among three groups of offi-

cials. He thought England - which divided power between the 
king (who enforced laws), Parliament (which made laws), and 

the judges of the English courts (who interpreted laws) - was a 
good model of this. Montesquieu called the idea of dividing gov-

ernment power into three branches the "separation of powers." 

He thought it most important to create separate branches of 
government with equal but different powers. That way, the gov-

ernment would avoid placing too much power with one individ-
ual or group of individuals. He wrote, "When the [law making] 

and [law enforcement] powers are united in the same person... 

there can be no liberty." According to Montesquieu, each 
branch of government could limit the power of the other two 

branches. Therefore, no branch of the government could 
threaten the freedom of the people. His ideas about separation 

of powers became the basis for the United States Constitution.  

 

 Despite Montesquieu's belief in the principles of a de-

mocracy, he did not feel that all people were equal. Montes-

quieu approved of slavery. He also thought that women were 
weaker than men and that they had to obey the commands of 

their husband. However, he also felt that women did have the 
ability to govern. "It is against reason and against nature for 
women to be mistresses in the house... but not for them to  

 

 
 
govern an empire. In the first case, their weak state does not 
permit them to be preeminent; in the second, their very weak-
ness gives them more gentleness and moderation, which,  
rather than the harsh and ferocious virtues, can make for a 
good environment."  In this way, Montesquieu argued that 
women were too weak to be in control at home, but that 

there calmness and gentleness would be helpful qualities in 

making decisions in government. 
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Special Interest Groups 

Last Writes Critique Group—Full right now, welcomes a 

Waiting List   Meets (usually) at 7 PM, 2nd & 4th Wed. each 
month, at Oaks at Wildwood Clubhouse. Novels in progress, 

varied genres. Membership currently full. Contact: Jmu-

Hall@aol.com 
 

Novel Crafters is Full right now, welcomes a Waiting List     

Meets every other Thursday on the second floor of the George-

town Library in a private room.  Contact is Mary Stafford at 
marylynn@mstafford.net 

 

Quixotic Quills critique group represents varied interests. 

Our group writes historical novels, short stories and memoirs. 
Meetings are usually on the second and fourth Thursday of 

each month unless we reschedule because of holidays. We 

meet at 7:00 p.m. at the Monument Café.  Contact is Sharon 
Lyle, 512-639-1162, iwritecozies@gmail.com.  Currently, we 

are full.  

 

Bard Masters Critique Group The focus of the critique 

group is historical fiction and fantasy. Meeting Tuesdays, 6:00 

PM at the Georgetown Library.  Currently open to a new mem-
ber with a serious work in progress.  Contact:  Ross Carnes 

rosscarnes@hotmail.com 

 

Tale Spinners, return with us to the days of yesteryear 

where we put some novel twists on old stories.  Historical fic-
tion’s the name, publication’s the fame.  Join us now with your 

work in progress.  We have an opening for one new member.  
We meet on alternate Mondays at 2:30 in the Georgetown 

Library.  Contact Randall Best at 

R_best@yahoo.com 

 

The Coroners, is open to 2 new members. They meet 

Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. in the stacks at the Georgetown Li-

brary.  Contact Dave Ciambrone, mysterywriter5@msn.com 

If you are interested in joining/forming a critique group,  

 

contact Joan Upton Hall (jmuhall@aol.com) or Sylvia Dickey Smith (sds@suddenlink.com) 

Dear Doc  
 

You talk a lot about polishing a manuscript before send-

ing it off, but I have a friend (let’s call her Myrtle) who takes it to 
the extreme. She rewrites what sounds perfectly natural to me: 

sentences like, “I’ll try,” changed to “I shall try,” and  “Who did 

it?” Whom did it?” When is enough enough? –  

 

Nix to Extreme Write-overs 
 

Dear Nix 

 

First of all, by writing that last example, Myrtle crosses 
the line into what Garner calls “hypercorrection.” In her effort to 

be correct, she actually commits an error.  

 

Here’s a short cut that helps many writers regarding 

“who” or “whom” choices. For the pronoun in question, mentally 

try “he” or “him” to see what sounds right, and it usually will be. 
If you want more explanation about usage, go to the bottom of 

this letter. However, that wasn’t your main question, so here’s 
my advice. 

 

For style and readability, Myrtle should be guided by the 
formality level of the manuscript she’s writing. If the “who” or 

“whom” choice comes up in dialogue, go with which word the 

character would say. The writer might even use it incorrectly on 
purpose (i.e., “Whom did it?”) to show a character trying to 

sound educated but making a fool of himself instead. If the 
choice arises in exposition, the author should use it correctly. 

Even then the writer might consider whether the word “whom” 

calls attention to itself as stilted to the intended audience. You 
can always reword the sentence to avoid the issue. 

 

Do the same for “shall” or “will.” 
 

WHO/WHOM USAGE EXPLANATION 

 

“Whom” may be a dying word, give society 50-100 years, 

but it’s not dead yet—only much misused. 
 

Use “who” (nominative case) as the subject of a verb as 
in: “Who is it?” or “Who shot him?” It can also be a predicate 

nominative following a linking verb and renaming the subject, as 

in: “Sam is who.” (Sam = who). Might be followed by an infinitive 
phrase as in: “Sam is who to ask,” (also called subject of infini-

tive). 
 

Use “whom” (objective case) for a direct object, as in: 
“Yes, I know whom,” or “Whom should I ask?” (inverted due to 

the question, meaning “I should ask whom.” 

An often quoted erroneous example is: “Whom, shall I 
say, is calling?” Stripped of the interrupting phrase, this be-

comes clear. “Who is calling?” or “Who called?” 
 

Suggest to your friend Myrtle that she go with make-

overs—er, uh, “write-overs”—that facilitate smooth reading. 
 
 

--------- Doc Joan 
 

Have a question to share in this column? Email me at: jmu-
Hall@aol.com with “Ask the Book Doctor” as your subject line. If 

you want to remain anonymous, I’ll address you by whatever 
pseudonym you sign. 

 

Joan Hall thanks GW readers for their interest in “Ask the Book 
Doctor.” She says, “Because some of you have asked where you 

can look up previous issues, I have posted a few of them at 

“books, etc.” on website: www.JoanUptonHall.com. Scroll past 

the book covers and click “Ask Doc” Q&A’s . 

 

Ask the Book Doctor: Extreme Write-overs by Joan Upton Hall 

mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:JmuHall@aol.com
mailto:marylynn@mstafford.net
mailto:iwritecozies@gmail.com
mailto:rosscarnes@hotmail.com
mailto:jmuHall@aol.com
mailto:jmuHall@aol.com
http://www.JoanUptonHall.com
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SGWL Board 
President 
Janet Kilgore,  
512-3317204 
janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com  
 

Vice President 
Program Coordinator 
Joan Hall 
512-869-1833 
JMUHall@aol.com 

 

 

 
 

 

Corresponding Secretary  

and Historian 
William (Bill) Russeth 
512-868-0062 

williehowie2002@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer 
Kayla Marnach 
512-608-2289 
kjwmtellsw@austin rr.com 
 

Membership dues $25.00 
Carol Menchu 
181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown TX  78628 

Member at Large 
Dave Ciambrone 
512-864-9373 
mysterywriter5@msn.com 
 

Newsletter  
Carol Menchu, editor 
181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown TX 78628 
254-493-6224 
thirdgate@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

Writers’ Liaison 
Joan Hall 
512-869-1833 
JMUHall@aol.com 

 

Publicity / Member @ Large 
Sam Holland 

512-868-5322 
samholland@austinfoam.com 

  

Website  

Jamie Roton 

pugstory@aol.com 

 

Marjorie Anderson 
Www.challenge4teens.com 

 

Anna M. Bell 
Website: http://www.annamaebell.com 

Author Blog: http://
annbell.wordpress.com/ 

Educational Technology Blog: http://
annamaebell.wordpress.com/ 

   

Ross Carnes 

http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller 

 

David Ciambrone 
www.davidciambrone.com 

 

Gary Clark 
www.clarkliterary.com 
 
 

Mary Fenoglio   

 www.eggsinmypocket.com 

 

 

 

Joan Hall:  
www.JoanUptonHall.com 

 

Durwood J (DJ) Heinrich: 
www.RedBaronConcepts.com 
 

Sam Holland: 

www.samholland.com 
 

 

Linda B. Johnson 
www.lindabatenjohnson.com 
 
 

Linda Lipscomb: 
www.lblipscomb.com  

 

Jason Minor: 
www.jason-minor.com 

 

Member websites 
 
 
 
 

Joy Nord: 

www.GlyndaJoyNord.com  
  

Jamie Roton aka Lillian Grey  blog 

http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/ 

 

Sylvia Dickey Smith: 
www.sylviadickeysmith.com 

   

SGWL website:  
www.sgwl.net  

 

Promote your book 
 

with an AD in The Gabriel Writer 
$5.00 for 1 issue, $10.00 for 2 issues payable to SGWL. 

 

 

Promote yourself  
 

with an ARTICLE/STORY/POEM 
 in The Gabriel Writer 

 

IMPORTANT:  to figure out how your submission will fit use  
Columns are 3 and 1/4 inches wide. 

 

If you have illustration, send it and I will try to use it 

 

Send to SGWL Submission 

181 Young Ranch Rd 
Georgetown Tx 78633 

Or 

Thirdgate@aol.com 

 

Support SGWL 
by 

keeping your dues 
up-to-date 

 

Dues help SGWL to 
 

Publish the newsletter 
Give Stipends to speakers 

Provide seed money for workshops 
 

mailto:janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
mailto:shnard@suddenlink.net
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
mailto:Mysterywriter5@msn.com
http://www.annamaebell.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://www.davidciambrone.com/
http://www.RedBaronConcepts.com
http://www.lindabatenjohnson.com/
http://www.lblipscomb.com/
http://lilliangrey.wordpress.com/
http://www.sylviadickeysmith.com/
http://www.sgwl.net/
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Demystifying Writers’ Demons© 
 

PUNCTUATION—Apostrophe - summary of 3 uses 
 

1) Contractions - Insert apostrophes where letters are left out.  
   “Hey, y’all (you all), I’ll (I will) ne’er (never) go back to that bar again.”  
 

2) Possessives - In the following sentences, having no apostrophe would make the word simply plural. An apostrophe after 
the s makes it plural possessive.  

   “Don’t you hate it when people reveal a movie’s or a book’s ending?” 

   “Do you know these books’ authors? They hinted at the CIA’s cover-up.” 
 

3) Certain plural forms - Modern trends leave out apostrophes when meaning is clear.  

   Acronyms: “CEOs are not above the law.” (old way: CEO’s)  
   (See above example why CIA’s needed an apostrophe to show it was possessive.) 
 

 Numerals & letters: Meaning is made clearer with apostrophes in the following: 

   “Dot your i’s and cross your t’s, and don’t give me any but’s.”   (NOT is, ts, and buts) 
   “Some people even cross their 7’s.”  

   “Numeral 1’s can be confused for letter l’s.” 

 Year dates: The trend is to leave out the apostrophe for plurals but keep it for contractions (showing numerals left out). 

  “We studied the 1800s, but we stopped at ’98 to review the ’20s (old way: 1800’s & ’20’s).” 

Demystifying Writers’ Demons One at a Time by Joan Upton Hall 

     

 Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” wi ll 

clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: 
Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More 

problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips.  
Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm.  

    181 Young Ranch Road          
    Georgetown TX  78628 

 


