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 The launch of Susan Plunkett’s fiction writing career coincided with the 

birth of the personal computer.  As a science fiction writer living in the heart of 

California’s Silicon Valley, computers represented the future.  She hung up her 

exploration of outer space and focused on the miniaturizing of the transistor.  The 

curiosity she indulged in the world of technology created a variety of opportunities.  

Susan’s writing career has encompassed everything from documenting and writing 

procedures for wind tunnels at NASA Ames, aerospace and government procedures, 

to artificial intelligence and computer hardware and software manuals, Baldridge 

Award submissions, to video training scripts for a major snack-food company. 

 Susan returned to fiction writing in the mid-1990s.  She had read 

romances since the late Seventies and liked the changes brought by the Nineties.  

So, she mixed the two fiction writing loves and wrote Remember Love, which 

helped launch Berkley’s Time Passages, a time-travel and paranormal line. 

 Christmas Promises, the novella she wrote for the J.D. Robb (Nora 

Roberts) led anthology, Silent Night, whetted Susan’s taste for writing 

contemporary romantic suspenseand a new pursuit.  She mixed suspense and 

mystery in two eras for the award winning Timepool.  Her next book focused on a 

contemporary story about opportunity lost, redemption, and the paranormal in Soul 

Survivor. 

 After becoming a Born Again Christian, she and her sister, Krysteen 

Seelen, wrote for Guideposts book. They launched the Mysteries of Sparrow Island 

line, starting with Whispers Through The Trees in 2005. 

 Susan lives in Georgetown where she helps raise her granddaughter. 

Writing is not done with her . . . yet. 

 
 

http://www.sgwl.net/


Fictional Novels 

Publication/Awards History 

 

Mysteries of Sparrow Island: 

The Canadian Conundrum, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2008. 

A Taste of Tradition, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2007. 

Night Song, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2007. 

Secrets in the Sand, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2006. 

Nesting Instincts, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2006. 

Whispers Through The Trees, with Krysteen Seelen, Guideposts Books, 2005. 

* * * 

Romance : 

Bethany’s Song, Love Spell, ISBN 0-505-52463-5, Nov. 2001. 

Alicia’s Song, Love Spell, ISBN 0-505-52434-1, April 2001. 

Soul Survivor, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12684-5, December 1999.  (Tied for second place in the 

Texas Gold Award, Long Contemporary and Mainstream.) 

Timepool, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12553-9, August 1999.  (Winner of the 2000 Affaire de 

Coeur Reader/Writer Poll for Best Time Travel.  Winner of National Reader’s Choice Award.  

Finalist for Romantic Times Best Book of 1999 for the Best Historical Fantasy and Time Travel 

category.  Tied for second place in Texas Gold Award, Long Contemporary and Mainstream.) 

Untamed Time, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12247-8, February 1999. 

Silent Night (Christmas Anthology), Christmas Promises, (1998 Finalist for Mid-West Writer’s 

Best Novella of 1998) Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12385-4, Nov. 1998. 

Heaven's Time, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12287-4, June 1998  

(Winner of the 1999 Affaire de Coeur Choicis des Critiques Poll for Best Time Travel.  A finalist 

for RWA’s Rita award in the Paranormal Category, F&FP’s Prism Award, Time Travel category, 

and Romantic Times Best Book of 1998 for the Best Historical Fantasy and Time Travel category). 

Silver Tomorrows, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-12047-2, April 1997. 

Remember Love, Berkley/Jove, ISBN 0-515-11980-6,  

December 1996 (Launch book for the Time Passages line). 

* * * 

Science Fiction: 

Chiy-Une, Avon Books (science fiction as Susan Coon),  

ISBN 0-380-79301-6, 1982. 

The Virgin, Avon Books (science fiction as Susan Coon),  

ISBN 0-380-77842-4, 1981. 



Cassilee, Avon Books (science fiction as Susan Coon),  

ISBN 0-380-75887-3, 1981. 

Rahne, Avon Books (science fiction as Susan Coon),  

ISBN 0-380-75044-9, 1980. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

MINUTES OF THE SAN GABRIEL WRITERS LEAGUE MEETING 

APRIL 6, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order by Don Guerrant at 7 pm.  

 

Janet Kilgore reports that we have $1248.87 in our Treasury. 

 

In our writing contest, we have had no entries. Don thinks that is a lack of publicity, and suggests 

we can try in the fall again if we wish to. 

 

Richard Glasco moved, and Dave Ciambrone seconded that Guerrant be voted on for President, 

Richard Glasco for Vice-President, Jane Thompson for Secretary, Janet Kilgore for 

Treasurer,  Leslie Peterson and Sissy Norman for newsletter editors, and Paul  Fronczek for 

member-at-large.  We also voted to change the signatories on the bank account. 

 

The votes were taken, with 26 ayes and no nays.  

 

Kayla Marnarch will be speaking at the ACFW on April 8: It’s a lie; so make it epic. On April 

11; she will be presiding at Sexual Abuse Prevention and Body Boundaries. Her second book “I 

Can Do That!” is coming out April 18l. 

 

Dave Ciambrone has released his 20
th

 book... 

 

Sylvia Dickey Smith has been notified that her book “Original Cyn” which was given Honorable 

Mention, has not been moved up by the Story Circle Network. She considered it a great honor to 

be nominated. 

 

The program, “Falling out of love with writing” was presented by Sylvia Dickey Smith. She said 

that writing has been her great love and she didn’t know what to do when she lost that love.  She 

has advice for those that also had that problem.  “Be patient, and stick with your critique group.” 

She said that she was suddenly struck with an idea for a nonfiction work, and even though she 

has never written nonfiction, she is enthusiastic and believes that this will reignite her love and 

bring her back to herself. “Find a new door to go through—Stay open to a new Story.” 

  

Meeting was  adjourned at 8pm by Don Guerrant  at 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 



Words from the President 

By Don Guerrant 

 

“Character Vs. Plot” 

 

It’s an eternal debate:  Which is more important to a story:  Character or Plot?  It’s right up there 

with The chicken or the egg?  Liberal or Conservative?  Ford or Chevy?  Dallas Cowboys 

or…Dallas Cowgirl cheerleaders?  But I digress. 

 

 Is a enthralling story driven by fascinating characters or an amazing plot?  Let me resolve 

the debate for once and for all.  I definitely want to suggest that perhaps it depends on the genre, 

maybe.  If your novel is a science fiction or action/adventure story [think “guy novels”], then the 

plot is probably paramount.  (Keep those explosions coming!)  On the other hand, if your novel 

is a romantic story of yearning and repressed desire leading to a bodice ripping climax [think 

“chick literature”], then the characters are more important.   

 

 Plunging ahead, let me address both sides of the dilemma with singular ambiguity.  Good 

stories have interesting characters.  What makes a character interesting?  I don’t think there is 

any formula.  In the world’s literature there is a spectrum of characters ranging from bizarre to 

plain.  However, in a good story, 1) your readers must care what happens to them.  They have to 

keep reading in order to find out what happens to them.  2) I believe your readers must have a 

measure of empathy with your main characters.  This involves some traits that are recognizable  

to your readers.  (“I knew somebody like that.”)  3)  Your readers must identify with your 

protagonist to some degree through their hopes and ambitions, or their fears and flaws.  4)  Your 

character must go beyond usual behavior or break barriers that the normal person would not do.  

Thus, your readers begin to vicariously live their dreams or nightmares through them.  And 5)  

the character must have a great fear or flaw which he/she must face at long last in the climax.   

 

 Walking across the Grand Canyon that divides Character and Plot in order to find 

synchronicity and unity in our writing, we now consider Plot.  (Some sceptics say that if you 

want a plot, go look in the cemetery.  “Nay,” I say.)  In the plot, once we have met the main 

character and been introduced to their world, 1) an Inciting Incident happens that upsets their 

world and they must respond.  Whether the situation is Frodo must leave the Shire; or, boy meets 

girl, the protagonist must respond to the call and their journey begins.  2)  The protagonist meets 

new and different individuals, and must learn who is trustworthy and who is not in a series of 

tests.  3)  A good plot challenges the values and emotions of the protagonist in an escalating 

fashion.   4)  A fascinating story has unforeseen twists, setbacks, losses, and a few victories both 

in situations and relationships; but nothing comes easy for the hero—unless it is a Trojan horse.  

5)  At the climax of the story, the protagonist must risk everything to reach the desired goal, 

usually obtaining the victory, or if it’s a tragedy, losing the battle but gaining a moral victory.  

 

 So, which is more important:  Character or Plot?  I can definitely say, “Whatever.” 

 

 Now, that I have exhausted this complex topic, or exhausted myself writing about it; and 

I have said everything there is to say about it—in this article, I give you my last word: period. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The 

May 4, 2017 

SGWL 

meeting 

Is at the 

Georgetown 

Public 

Library. 

Gather at 

6:30; 

Meeting at 

7:00. 

See you 

there !! 

 

*********** 

 

Pay Your 

2017 Dues! 

$25 

Individual 

$35 Family 

 

********** 

JOIN US! SGWL 
c/o Janet Kilgore 
10519 Timbercrest Lane 
Austin, TX 78750 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


