
           

     

THE GABRIEL WRITER 

For the San Gabriel Writers’ League – www.sgwl.net – November 2014 
 

Joy Nord – November Speaker 
 

 How to Create an Author-Savvy Platform 
Writing a novel? That's great! But, in the meantime, are you also establishing a platform? A platform simply 
entails your creditability as a writer. It is perhaps the most neglected tool for those who seek being 
published. How so? When querying an agent or editor unpublished writers tend to list their worldly 
accomplishments in their bio, which is alright to a 
degree, but they fail to list anything relevant of 
their personal talent to sell books.  

 

According to Kimberly Grabas, founder of 
Your Writer Platform, a "writer’s platform" is no 
longer just for non-fiction writers, but is now an 
essential part of the equation for every writer 
working toward building a strong and successful 
writing career. In Joy's presentation she will 
provide foundation tools for constructing such a 
platform.    

 

Joy Nord likes to write about flowers, 
ghosts, old churches, and outlaws; but not in the 
same book.  She is a retired florist. Even though 
she no longer works with flowers on a daily 
bases, she is still involved in the floral industry as 
a contributor to Examiner.com, an online media 
company, in which she writes an Austin Flowers 
and Trees column. She also has a Flowers of Joy 
blog that explains the sentiment of flowers.  

 

Joy was born in Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
but as "military brat" lived mostly throughout the 
northeastern and southern states until her father moved the family to Texas in 1968. Although not born in 
Texas, she describes herself as a true Texan claiming, "I got here as soon as I could." She lives in Round Rock 
with her husband Richard, a retiree from the Texas Army National Guard after forty years of service. Upon 
his retirement in 2004, she was commissioned as an official 'Yellow Rose of Texas' by Governor Rick Perry.  

 

Joy is a member of the San Gabriel Writers League, American Christian Fiction Writers, Texas 
Mountain Trail Writers, Writers League of Texas, and Women Writing the West.  

 

To learn more about Glynda, visit her website:  www.glyndajoynord.com  
To view her Examiner column visit:  www.examiner.com/x23190Austin-Flowers-and-Trees-Examiner  
To View her blog visit:  www.glyndajoynord.wordpress.com 

   

http://www.sgwl.org/
http://www.glyndajoynord.wordpress.com/


           

     

President’s Words 

Everyone enjoyed Elizabeth Buhmann's presentation in October. And we're all looking forward to Joy Nord 
sharing her wisdom in November.  
 

We still need someone to run for Vice President. Paul Fronczek has agreed to run for 
President, and Sid Rice has agreed to run for Secretary. Won't someone please step up? 
We are on the verge of updating the League in hopes of encouraging younger writers to 
join us, an exciting time to serve.  
 

The VP stands in for the Pres. when he/she can't attend and lines up speakers for the meetings. This isn't 
difficult, because members frequently recommend speakers, and I promise my personal help when needed. 
Please contact me if you're interested in serving.  
 

Janet Kilgore, Prez 

 
 

September Minutes 

General Meeting Minutes – Sept 5, 2014 
The Call to Order: 

Janet Kilgore called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
The Treasurer’s Report: 

We have a positive ending balance of $2712.59 
Old Business: 

New elections will be held in October with installation of 
new officers at the December Christmas Party. Our 
president, Janet Kilgore, emphasized that being an officer 
was not a lot of work and very rewarding.  

San Antonio Writer’s Guild is conducting a contest 
that members of SGWL may be interested in entering. 
First place prizes up to $150 are offered. Deadline for 
entry is Oct. 2.  

We also desperately need an editor to take over 
publishing the SGWL newsletter.  

New Business: 
The SGWL booth is secured at the Cedar Park Chalk Walk. 
SGWL authors are invited to sign and sell books, Oct.2-3                                                                             

Brags: 
Jeanell Bolton has new “What the Heart Wants” 
bookmarks. 

Anne Bell’s books, the Sister Mary Dyer Series, are 
now available in audio format on Amazon. 

Program: 
Erika Marcoux – Speaking about her book on “Mindful 
Meditation”. 

Adjournment: 8:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted, Bill Russeth, secretary 

 
 

October Minutes 
General Meeting Minutes – Oct 3, 2014 

The Call to Order: 
Janet Kilgore called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

The Treasurer’s Report: 
We have a positive ending balance of $2679.29 

Old Business: 
Officer nominations are still being taken. Call Janet with 
your nomination. 

We also desperately need an editor to take over 
publishing the SGWL newsletter.  

The SGWL booth is secured at the Cedar Park 
Chalk Walk. SGWL authors are invited to sign and sell 
books. Hours are 10-7. Four members have signed up so 
there is still room for several more.  

Brags: 

Anne Bell’s books, the Sister Mary Dyer Series, are now 
available in hard cover and in the Ingram distribution 
system so they can be purchased by libraries and 
bookstores. 

Sid Frost just released his new book, “Seven 
Simple Steps to Sell More Books”  

David Ciambrone has just released his updated 
version of Poisons 2.0, a reference for every author’s dark 
side.  

Joan Hall and SGWL was mentioned in last 
month’s View magazine. 

Program: 
Elizabeth Buhmann – “Dark Protagonists” 

Adjournment: 8:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted, Bill Russeth, secretary 



           

     

 

Professor O. B. Fuscate by S Martin Shelton 

 

Professor Fuscate’s strides are long and quick.  He’s late 
for his lecture “Deconstructing Dashiell Hammett’s 
novel The Maltese Falcon.”  To save a few steps, he cuts 
through the parking lot. His mind is focused shaply on 
telling his students what Hammett meant in the scene 
where Caspar Gutman says to Sam Spade, “Yes sir, we 
were.  But we were talking then.  This is actual money, 
genuine coin of the realm, sir.  With a dollar of this you 
can buy more that ten dollars of talk.”  A bright symbol 
catches the corner of his eye.  He stops and spots the 
personalized license plate “16 CINE” on a current model 
Volvo sedan.   His mind tries to decode the significance 
of this symbol.  No doubt, it’s 
an icon that reveals the 
automobile’s owner’s psyche: 
his needs to proclaim to the 
world through this coded 
message that it is he.  But, 
who is he?  And what is the 
owner’s message?  The 
conundrum piques the 
professor’s professional pride 
to the degree that he must 
solve this riddle. Puzzled 
deeply, he eschews his class 
and resolves to deconstruct this arcane symbol.   
 Professor Fuscate applies his keen deductive 
ability to devise the owner’s meaning.  He immediately 
rationalizes that the owner of this new Volvo is astute, 
wealthy, socially liberal, well educated, and 
environmental aware.  Why does the owner need to 
proclaim this arcane two-symbol message to the world?  
A boost to his ego?  A protection notice?   A 
proclamation of import?  Or perhaps just a will-o’-the-
wisp—but he thinks not.  There is a serious message 
here. 
 First, he tackles the symbol “16.”  He notes that 
this number has no dimension: inch, volt, light-year, or 
furlong for examples.  Nonetheless, based on the 
evidence and using his patented deconstruction 
techniques, he concluded that “16” is either a count of 

something or an icon that represents something known 
only to the owner and his cadre of cognoscenti.  
 He’s perplexed with “CINE.”  He first thought is 
that it is an anagram in some foreign language.  On 
reflection, he discards this idea and deconstructs this 
symbol as code for “SIN” and the “E” stands for 
“Extraordinary.”  With this part of the sign solved, he 
concludes that the owner is proclaiming his confession 
for sixteen major sins—all left unsaid.  
 Standing behind Professor Fuscate is a scruffy 
young fellow smoking a joint.  He’s wears torn jeans, 
wrinkled shirt, and running shoes that should have been 

discarded last year. He has 
long, shaggy hair, an unkempt 
beard, and emits the putrid 
odor of a long, unwashed 
body.  Surprised that the 
professor is examining his 
license plate, he exhales a 
cloud of voluminous and 
odiferous smoke toward the 
professor.  He asks, “Hey 
man, ‘wacha doin’ with my 
automobile?”  
 The professor coughs 

a couple of times and addresses the intruder, “I have 
deconstructed your license plate’s symbol.  He waves 
away some of the lingering smoke.  “Pray tell young 
man, what are your sixteen-sins that you’ve proclaimed 
so loudly in code on you Volvo?” 
 Befuddled by this untoward remark, the fellow 
proclaims.  “Ain’t got no sins.  And if I did, I sure aint 
gonna tell you or nobody else.” 
 “But you license plate send the message of your 
sins loud and clear.  Do not be ashamed.  What are your 
discretions, if I may be so bold?” 
 “Professor, you ain’t bold. You got a mixed up 
mind.”  He tossed his joint on the ground and exhales a 
volume of gray smoke that engulfs the professor.  “I’m a 
cinema student and my personalized plate tells the 
world that I’m studying 16mm filmmaking.  
 “Quite so.  Quite so.  Just as I had deduced.” 

 

It was a DARK and STORMY night 

 

The rules to the Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest (Bulwer-
lytton.com) are childishly simple: 



           

     

Each entry must consist of a single sentence but 
you may submit as many entries as you wish. (One fellow 
once submitted over 3,000 entries.) 

Sentences may be of any length but we strongly 
recommend that entries not go beyond 50 or 60 words. 
Entries must be “original” (as it were) and previously 
unpublished. 

Surface mail entries should be submitted on index 
cards, the sentence on one side and the entrant's name, 
address, and phone number on the other. 

E-mail entries should be in the body of the 
message, not in an attachment (and it would be really 
swell if you submitted your entries in 
Arial 12 font). One e-mail may contain 
multiple entries. 

Entries will be judged by 
categories, from “general” to detective, 
western, science fiction, romance, and 
so on. There will be overall winners as 
well as category winners. 

The official deadline is April 15 
(a date that Americans associate with 
painful submissions and making up bad 
stories). The actual deadline is June 30. 

The contest accepts submissions 
every day of the livelong year. 

Wild Card Rule: Resist the temptation to work 
with puns like “It was a stark and dormy night.“ 

Finally, in keeping with the gravitas, high 
seriousness, and general bignitude of the contest, the 
grand prize winner will receive … a pittance. 

You may inflict your entries either by electronic or 
surface mail. 
 

2014 winners 
Overall winner:  When the dead moose floated into view 
the famish crew cheered—this had to mean land!—but   
Captain Walgrove, flinty-eyed and clear headed thanks to 
the starvation cleanse in progress, gave fateful orders to 
remain on the original course and await the appearance 
of a second and confirming moose.  Elizabeth (Betsy) 
Dorfman, Bainbridge Island, WA  

Grand Panjandrum’s Special Award:  As he girded 
himself against the noxious sulfurous fume that belched 
from the chasm in preparation for descent into the 
bowels of the mountain where mighty pressure and 
unimaginable heat made rock run in syrupy rivers, Bob 
paused to consider the unlikely series of events that had 

led him to become the Great God Vulcan’s proctologist.  
Stan Hunter Kranc, State College, PA 

Winner:  Crime:  Hard-boiled private dick Harrison 
Bogart couldn’t tell if it was the third big glass of cheap 
whiskey he’d just finished, or the ay the rain-moistened 
blouse clung so righty to the perfect figure of the dame 
who just appeared panting in his office doorway, but he 
was certain of one thing … he had the hottest mother-in-
law in the world.  Carl Turney, Bayswater, Victoria, 
Australia 

Winner:  Historical Fiction:  In the late 1480’s one 
of Henry VII”s spies in Milan picked up on what Columbus 

was up to, caught a gypsy caravan to 
Barcelona, a strawberry wagon to 
Lisbon, a crazy noble’s carriage to 
Marseilles, a worn stagecoach to Paris 
(which broke down) a hike to Calais, a 
rowboat to Southampson, arriving in 
London a year after Columbus land in 
America, the imminent sailing for which 
the next year the spy, by now headless, 
had come to report.  John Holmes, St. 
Petersburg, FL 

Winner:  Romance:  It seemed 
fair to say that her werewolfism was 

putting a strain on their relationship, the way she had 
earned the ire of the neighbors by devouring their pets 
and howling far past the bedtimes of their children, but 
bring it up to her, and she’d just snarl, “Why do you keep 
harping on this?” around a mouthful of the Smiths’ cat.  
Eva Niessner, Cockeysville MD 

Winner:  Science Fiction:  The spaceship hovered 
like a saucer, only rounder, deeper, the product of an 
unholy union between dessert plate and fingerbowl, as 
any of the villagers familiar with traditional service à la 
russe dining could plainly see.   Suzy Levinson, Sunnyside, 
NY 

Winner:  Western:  “I guess you ain’t from around 
these here parts, Mistuh”, drawled Sheriff Cole McCabe, 
suspiciously eying the mysterious one-armed, scar-faced 
stranger with no name who had just stepped off the 
Deadwood stage and wa now standing at the bar of the 
Last Chance saloon dressed only in a tutu, high-heeled 
shoes, holding a pink parasol and reciting passages from 
Marcel Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past to Mad Dog 
Kincaid and the Coltrane boys outta the Lazy K Ranch just 
south o’ Tucson.  Ted Downes, Cardiff, U 

 

http://www.bulwer-lytton.com/contact.html
http://www.bulwer-lytton.com/contact.html


           

     

The names and decade have been changed, but 
many of you will remember the story, at least what 
the newspapers had to say—how Lyndon Johnson 
won the senate election that launched him into 
power. 
 
Young Isabel Martin escapes to her uncle’s idyllic 
ranch in South Texas, expecting a safe and luxurious 
haven after the heartbreak of her parents’ divorce.  
But there is an insidious little rumor that the whole 
county is talking about.  How can she know what to 
believe when gossip lays a heavy film of guilt over 
the people she loves? 
 
Review comments by Victoria Marini 

 

“It reminded me of The Secret Life of Bees because 
although the protagonist is young, and although so 
much of the tone, nuance, and movement of the 
story hinges on seeing the narrative through the lens 
of youth, the writing and the underlying themes are 
sophisticated.  Think about the opening line of To Kill 
a Mockingbird.  Scout tells the reader ‘This is a story 
about how my brother Jem broke his arm.’  But To 
Kill a Mockingbird is so much more than that.  I felt 
the same about A Wasp in the Fig Tree.”  
 

Kurt Vonnegut: 8 Basics of Creative Writing 

Kurt Vonnegut created some of the 
most outrageously memorable 
novels of our time, such as Cat’s 
Cradle, Breakfast Of Champions, 
and Slaughterhouse Five. His work is 
a mesh of contra-dictions: both 
science fiction and literary, dark and 
funny, classic and counter-culture, 

warm-blooded and very cool. And it’s all completely 
unique. 

With his customary wisdom and wit, Vonnegut 
put forth 8 basics of what he calls Creative Writing 101: * 
 

1  Use the time of a total stranger in such a way that he or 
she will not feel the time was wasted. 
2  Give the reader at least one character he or she can 
root for. 
 

3  Every character should want something, even if it is 
only a glass of water. 

 

4  Every sentence must do one of two things—reveal 
character or advance the action. 
 

5  Start as close to the end as possible. 
 

6  Be a sadist. No matter how sweet and innocent your 
leading characters, make awful things happen to them—
in order that the reader may see what they are made of. 
Write to please just one person. If you open a window 
and make love to the world, so to speak, your story will 
get pneumonia. 
 

7  Give your readers as much information as possible as 
soon as possible. To heck with suspense. Readers should 
have such complete understanding of what is going on, 
where and why, that they could finish the story 
themselves, should cockroaches eat the last few pages. 
 



           

     

8  The greatest American short story writer of my 
generation was Flannery O’Connor (1925-1964). She 
broke practically every one of my rules but the first. Great 
writers tend to do that. 

 

* From the preface to Vonnegut’s short story 
collection Bagombo 

P. D James:  5 Bits of Writing Advice 

P.D. James lives in the 
pantheon of the great 
writers of crime fiction. 
She is most famous for 
the creation of Scotland 
Yard’s Detective Inspector 
Adam Dalgliesh, who 
appears in over a dozen 
novels. One can read her 
books for both their 

diabolically clever plots and their cunning insights into 
human nature. And she possesses a literary finesse rare 
among genre writers.  
 
5 Bits of Writing Advice 
1  Increase your word power. Words are the raw material 
of our craft. The greater your vocabulary the more 

effective your writing. We who write in English are 
fortunate to have the richest and most versatile language 
in the world. Respect it. 

 

2  Read widely and with discrimination. Bad writing is 
contagious. 

 

3  Don't just plan to write—write. It is only by writing, not 
dreaming about it, that we develop our own style. 

 

4  Write what you need to write, not what is currently 
popular or what you think will sell. 

 

5  Open your mind to new experiences, particularly to the 
study of other people. Nothing that happens to a writer—
however happy, however tragic—is ever wasted. 

Edgar Allan Poe:  5 Esentials for the Betterment of a Story 

Edgar Allan Poe penned immortal 
poems, such as “The Raven” and 
“Annabel Lee,” and unforgettable 
tales of psychological horror, such 
as “The Tell-Tale Heart,” “The 
Masque of Red Death,” The Cask of 
Amontillado,” and “The Fall of the 
House of Usher.” He was also a 
prominent literary critic and 
essayist, as well as the inventor of 

the detective story. 
In a recently-found treatise, he set down the 

following advice for bettering a story: * 
 

1 Employ an unreliable narrator, preferably one 
who doesn’t know he is insane and has no 
recollection of such events as digging into a 
grave to rip out the teeth of his recently 
departed lover. 

 

2  Include a beautiful woman with raven locks and 
porcelain skin, preferably quite young, and let her die 
tragically of some unknown ailment. 

 

3  Use grandiloquent words, such as heretofore, 
forthwith, and nevermore. A little Latin will also enhance 
the text. 

 

4  Do not shy away from such grotesqueries as 
inebriation, imprisonment, insanity, and men costumed as 
orangutans being burned to death. 

  

5  When in doubt, bury someone alive. 
 
* Poe didn’t really compose this advice, but, as he was 
fond of a good hoax, we hope he would be pleased by this 
affectionate charade. 

 
 

Billy Wilder:  10 Screenwriting Tips 



           

     

 

Billy Wilder was one of the 
greatest writer/directors in 
film history, having co-written 
and directed such classics 
as Sunset Boulevard, Some 
Like it Hot, The Apartment, 
and Double Indemnity. What 
screenwriter wouldn’t want a 
little advice from him? 
 

Well, here are some of 
Wilder's screenwriting tips: *  

 

1 The audience is fickle. 

2  Grab ‘em by the throat and never let ‘em go. 
2 Develop a clean line of action for your leading 

character. 
4  Know where you’re going. 

5  The more subtle and elegant you are in hiding 
your plot points, the better you are as a writer. 

6  If you have a problem with the third act, the 
real problem is in the first act. 

7  A tip from Lubitsch: Let the audience add up 
two plus two. They’ll love you forever. 

8  In doing voice-overs, be careful not to describe 
what the audience already sees. Add to what they’re 
seeing. 

9  The event that occurs at the second act curtain 
triggers the end of the movie. 

10  The third act must build, build, build in tempo 
and action until the last event, and then—that’s it. Don’t 
hang around. 

 * From Conversations with Wilder by Cameron Crowe 

 

 SGWL Board 
President 

Janet Kilgore,  

512-3317204 

janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com  
  
  

Vice President 

Program Coordinator 

Joan Hall 

512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 

  

  

 

Corresponding Secretary  

and Historian 

William (Bill) Russeth 

512-868-0062 
williehowie2002@yahoo.com 
  

Treasurer 

Kayla Marnach 

512-608-2289 

kjwmtells@gmail.com 
  

Membership dues $25.00 

Carol Menchu 

181 Young Ranch Rd 

Georgetown TX  78628 
  

Member at Large 

Dave Ciambrone 

512-864-9373 

mysterywriter5@msn.com 
  

Website  

Jamie Roton 

pugstory@aol.com 

 
 

Newsletter  

Carol Menchu, editor 

181 Young Ranch Rd 

Georgetown TX 78628 

254-493-6224 

thirdgate@aol.com 
  

Writers’ Liaison 

Joan Hall 

512-869-1833 

JMUHall@aol.com 

  

  

SGWL website:  www.sgwl.net                                                                  Member Websites 
  

Marjorie Anderson 

Www.challenge4teens.com 
  

Anna M. Bell 
Website: http://www.annamaebell.com 
Author Blog: 
http://annbell.wordpress.com/ 
Educational Technology Blog: 
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/ 

 

Martha Carr 
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Can Any Blogger Become a Successful Author?  By Nina Amir 
 If you want to blog a book, I suggest you approach this 
endeavor like any other book project.  This means putting aside 

your writer’s hat and putting on your businessperson’s hat 
before you beg i your book project.  This allows you to look at 

mailto:janet-kilgore@austin.rr.com
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
mailto:pugstory@aol.com
mailto:JMUHall@aol.com
http://www.sgw.net/
http://www.annamaebell.com/
http://annbell.wordpress.com/
http://annamaebell.wordpress.com/
http://webstarts.com/RHCarnesStoryTeller
http://www.davidciambrone.com/
http://www.lindabatenjohnson.com/
http://www.lblipscomb.com/
http://www.sylviadickeysmith.com/


           

     

the big picture of both your blog and your blogged book just as 
you would if you were writing an e-book or a printed book.  
Only when you do this can you decide if your blogged book 
represents a viable business proposition. 
 In fact, when you write a book, you create a business.  
Whether you self-publish that book or a publisher publishes it 
for you, it becomes a source of income.  You also have to 
promote the book, which means you must develop marketing 
and promotion plans and implement them.  You may go out and 
speak on the book’s topic and earn money doing so; thus you 
become more than just a writer.  You become a professional 
speaker.  You also may decide to offer other services, such as 
coaching, teleseminars, or home study courses that relate to 
your book.  All these activities constitute aspects of your 
business as an author and the particular business center 
comprised of your book. 
 For this reason, bloggers or aspiring authors who take 
a business approach to their blogged books spend time 
researching their online and physical markets and competition.  
They also create online promotion plans and develop a strategy 
for building an author’s platform on the internet and off.  And 
they do this prior to publishing their first post.  To decide 
whether or not their idea is worthy of a blogged book, they ask 
themselves many questions, including:  

 Is my topic unique? 

 Does what I have to say add value to my readers? 

 Is there a market for this blog or blogged book? 

 Who are my readers? 

 How is my blog or blogged book different from the 
competition? 

 How will I position myself in the cybermarket or brick-and-
motar market? 

 What will I include in my blogged book? 

 How will I organize the blogged book (and, thereby, my 
blog)? 

 Ask yourself this question:  Are you willing to approach 
your blogged book like a businessperson or only like a writer or 
blogger? 
 If you answered “Like a “writer”, maybe you should 
consider your blog as your daily writing practice instead of as a 
book project. 
 If you said “Like a blogger”, maybe you should simply 
pick a topic about which you feel passionate and write a few 
times a week for the joy of covering your topic, don’t worry 
about whether or not your posts come together in any type of 
logical sequence.  Maybe at some point in the future you’ll 
decide to book your blog. 
 If you said “As a businessperson”, you’ve joined the 
ranks of the most successful bloggers and nonfiction writers.  
Congratulations.  In this day and age successful bloggers and 
nonfiction writers must also be savvy businesspeople. 
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See you there !! 

The Gabriel Writer  
181 Young Ranch Road 
Georgetown TX  78633 
 


